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Preface

The ancient Tand comprising \ho terntory of the erstwhile Mewar
State has always attracted the attention of the scholars and historians
Diverse social gnd cultural phenomenon visible in this fand lead one
to ttate its ongin in the most ancient times of human Mstory. The
pre histonc stons tools fovnd at vatious places of Mewar, particularly
on the banks of the nvers, Gambhin, Wagan, Kadmaly, Berach and
Banas show that the man had cccupled this land at teast & hundred
thousand yaars back. The archaeclogical explorattons at 8agor and
Ahar have proved that the most ancrant cultures of mankmd have
flounshed 1n this part of the countn, . "

Thus the land of Mawar, once a part of *Sivi Janpad (republic)
and known as *Med| has baen tedlv a base for human
occupation and flounshing of human cralizatton from the earliest
timas Undoubted y the geographical factors played a dscisive
part in the immigration of man to this f:nd srdlve, create and
frounsh there, Almost all the sceral ard ¢altural re.ol stions which
took place 1n nofthern India enveloped it Madhyamika (Nagan),
Aghatpur (Ahar), Nagadrah (Nagda) and Chitrakut (Chiar) have
been the centres of ancient culture, and their ruins and sull standing
menumen's speak of their erstwhile glory  Archacological and literary
re aarches have proved that theso places had been major centres of
learning of contemporary times and the great misters of literature, art
and architacture lived and worked there  Chitor (Churakut), parti-
culatly has been anirmensely taccinating pla e for the scholars not
withstanding tha favagas comm t ed by the tme duang the span of
hundreds of years  Several temoles, palsces and other monuments stul
stand there to tell the stoty of successive religious cultural and poli-
ral revolutions that took place 1 *he hictary of the couniry

The inhabitation of pumitive man in this tand, the successive
immigrations to this part of vanous tnbes from time immemonal
and scoial. cultural and political revolutions that took place during the
long caurse of history, all have gone to make diversity ot this land
racially, sociafly, refigiously and cufturaly Inspite of this diversity,



the unigue senss of oneness in tha people has bsen noteworthy.
This sense of oneness and unity of purpose have had their undelible
impact on the medieval history. The undaunting and chivalrous
people al Mewar lad by the heroic ruling classes of this land
_have produced unsurpassable examples of dauntless valiance and
sacrifice that are rarein the entire human hisfory. Since the middle
of the eighteenth cantury the institution of feudalistic monarchy began
degenerating and the small and big kingdoms of India began crumb-
ling, the conditions in Mewar were no exception and the herolc land
is at once found smarting and chafing under the yoke of the British
imperialism.

The present wortk has been an attempt to present a very brief history
of social, cultural and political institutions of Mewarth at developed
during the course of several hundred years. As the readers would
find, the attempt have been only partly successful. The editor is
highly indebted to the scholars who have very kindly contributed their
learned articles for this publication.

D. L. Paliwal



Pottery from Bagor
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Pottery from Aher
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. grarin ¢ i
‘at Nagari. A number of Gupta erracotia plaguss studdad on the exterior o1 W
structure have bean recoverad.
The same are of 3 types:

(8) Moulded bricks with human busts.
{b) " " " arumals in profife.
{c) " " * floral dzcorations.

Some of the human figusines delineated thersin, may ke identified with
characters in the sanrical plays {(Chaturbhanas). In fact they have nothing to
do with Gresk art. Such clay plaquss ware manufactured at a number of
Gupta sites n India, including the ones in the famous region of Suratgarh-
Hanumangath in Bikaner division of Rajasthan. A few Gupta teracottes from
Nageri are now presarved in the Dzczan College a2t Poonz while the major
collection may be studied in the Rajoutana Museum at Ajmer.

regions of Udaipur and Dungarpur, during the 5—6th centuries A.D.. thus
bearing close afiinity in style with contemporary scecimens {rom Samaleji and
Devanimori in idar State. My exploratory tours in the vicinity of Jagat. Taneser
_and Kalyanpur in Udaipur district have confirmed the truth of this stztement
<" Siva-Sakti cult was attis height during this period and a numbsr of indspsnds
Matrika statues were carved out of the local gresnsh-blue schi
known as Pareva. Awndn and heedless Ambika statuss from
preserved 1n Pratep Museum a2t Udziour. Tne coliecions of L.
Udsaipur are equally rich in conterrperary sculptures from Kalyanpura ; thay includs
two statues of sianding Sive snd & Nega-Magi coupe. But mast imporizn

Sculptural traditions seem to have bezn profusely encouragadin the

are the schist statues which | happened to study .af Taneswar, distant about 3
miles from Parshad, in district Udaipur. Besides an early Ganzpsti bust. this

hand and a2 cock in the left. The other imagss are those of
accompanied by a child and provided with 2 halo behind her head. Thz child
is depicted on the arm. near the leg of the mothsr in various pleyful poses and
even suckled by the mother with both har hands. Ths utter sbsence of an
vehicle (vahana) is worthy of note in this group. This enables us to su

with sufficient justification, that here was carved the entire group in th
form of +Skande surrounded by the Krittikas® who nourishad him since
his very bith. All thess images were chiselled far regular worshin: sll of
them have got prominent pedestals; they were probzbly installed to

gsther
on a platform in some contemporary temple of Skands-Kartiikeys at Tznas

ar.
This has, therefore, got an important bearing on the cult of Skandz Kumar in
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Moon God Chandra on the exter or of sanctum Sun Temple
at Chitor  8th century,




Aindn as a Mother from Jagat; greenish
blue sekist, Udaipur Museum; 5-6th
century

Dancing Ganesh in Chatura pose 16th century;
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Ambika Temple at Jagat




Alasakanya {Sura Sunda):
Ambiks Temple at Jagat.

10ih Century.

P4

s

H
3

.

P S e



A Unique Image

Three Headed Saktt of Vaikuntha; Biolian,
Bhuilwara District; 12th century.

Marttanda Bhairava, composite form of Siva
and Sun; exterior of a miniature shrine (Sasa
Bahu Temple at Nagda); 10th century,
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MEWAR THROUGH THE AGES 13

Mewar, as early as the 5 6th contury A D

/rne catossal Hari Hara statue of sct 15t from Chota Bedla (now missing)
depicted the blending of Swva and Vichnu quite vividly the nght haif of the dety
was that of Siva while the left half compnsed of V shnu casrying 2 wheel[chakra)
in prayoga fashion  Contempotary scufptures from Amjhata  distant about
69 miles from Uda pur nre equally impontant.  They ate now exhibited ta the
A grcal Gaflety gt O pi

€arly Mediseval Period

Artstic tratitions continued 10 receive great impetus in Mewar after the
post Gupta penad as well  The ancient site of Ahar has yielded an afmost life
size Jain bronze of seated Titthanksra and datable 1o the Bih century AD Now
extubded 1 Ahar Museum this 15 the eatliest so far avalable metal statue from
this part of Rajasthan

Kuberg_and_Swa beadfrqm_Bansi (near Chitor) are equally precious

preces  The former has got an mportant bearng on the Jamna art of 8th
century the Kubera statue is in a perfect and wo
figures of seated Jama Tirthankara one in the centre of the crown and the other
on the head sbove  The <culptor thus tned Ins best 1o give ita Jama impact
Ancther  supertb statue of this tyoe 1n schist has not bean recovered in Mewar
<o far Kubera is here shown as two armed and seated on the efephant

The early medraeval (7 Bth century) Sivs linga now under regular
warship at Kalyenput (near Bhulev) s one of the very important Chaturmukha
tingas from Rajasthan  On the top of 1t are Siva heads facing) the four
directrons while the standing figures befow represent Brahma Vishnu Surya
ane Swva recpectively Surya s diessen in Sassanian garments and so 5 the
case with gttendants Dandl ann Pingata  This = the earhiest 3o far avaidable
tour faced Sivalinga from Mewar

The early medraeval chapels at Menal (o stuct Bhulwara) bear afbimity
with early Pratthars structures st Ostan The back niches of two shines at
tenal preserve stone reliefs of Sys v dancing pose while the nght miche
of he tat shnne depicts Ardhanarisvara form guite promnently  Two
temples a1 Chitor are worth scrutiny tn ths diection  The fower portion
compnising of the sculptuted mches on the extenor of the Kumbha syama
Temple at Chitor appears to have been a Sawva sttucture of the Bth century
as the lower back niche thereof preserves a conlempomr?"’l’cbef depiching
Mariage of Siva—Parvati Qut of the remainirg sculptuies onthe extenot
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the image of two armed and standing Lakulisa is quite interesting; there
we find him actually carrying a staff (lakula) in his hand. This type of
Siva-Lakulish images ar€ very few in early Indian art and one of the four armed
variety is preserved 1n the circle office of D. G. A., at Chitor fort itself.

Most imposing of all the early-mediaeval temples of Mewaris the
‘Kalika Mata Temple’ at Chitor fort. In-fact a structure dedicated to Sun,
it was constructed as early as the Bth century A. D. This is very weil con-
firmed by its sculptural wealth also. The temple has got a provision of cir-
cumambulatory path, to go round the main sanctum. The principal exteriof
niches of the sanctum preserve Surya reliefs wherein the main deity is seated
on a chariot driven by Arun and yoked with seven horses. This represen-
tation is to be seen just above the door lintel of the sanctum as well. The
images af horse-headed Asvins, on both sides, are equally imposing and
so also that of Chandra (Mocn) on the right exterior niche. Here Chandra
figures as one of the Dikpalas in stnct accordance with early traditions a
crescent mark behind his back is very very prominent. In fact such independent
carvings of Moon-God are not very frequent in Indian sculpture, The images
on the outer exterior niches of this Sun Temple at Chitor are fairly well preserved.
noteworthy behind the one depicting churning of Ocean and studded on the
left side.

A few years back | noticed an early-mediaeval relief under worship at
Dhod. distant about 8 mites fiom Jahazpur, in Bhilwara distnct. Here Baladeva
and Knchna appear as seated at endants of goddess Gaja Lakshmi as also in the
contemporary statue discoveted by me at Amjhara near Dungarpur. All these
specimens depict the Ekanamsa aspect of Lakshmi in a shghtly different
manner. They bear close affinity with sculptures from Ellora in tne Deccan,
where the attendant divinittes are shown standing on both sides of goddess
Lakshmi.

Mediaeval Period
T N~

Mewar is equally rich 1n mediaeval sculptures, datable from 10th to 14th
centuries A. D. At Ahar itself we can study a number of Brahmanic and Jain
temples, datable to 10-11th centuries A. D. The Gangodbhada Kunda of Ahar
was probably built during the regime of Bhartribhatta, the Guhila ruler of Mewar.
A number of sculptures studded into various niches of this tank are quite
charming. The Chamunda nearby carries a fish in one of her hands as inthe
!’aramara art of Aithuna and Chandravati-Abuy, this refering to Tantric traits
in Mewar, The so-called Mira Temple, behind the Police post at Ahar, may

R4
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be dted to the 10th century the back porton preserves interesting ceitefs
such s stealing of butter by Krshna tlack amuths at work and shapkeeper
{arocer) weighing with & scate  All these stone feliels have gotan smportant
beaning on the socal and matenal e of Mewar dunng the 10th century
Equa'y imposing 15 the Sun Temple at Tusa {near Darol) and Vishnu Yemple
of Panchayantana vanety at lswal on way to goqunte both in distnct Uda put

The mediaeval and late mediseval temples at Napda distant about 14
miles from Udapur sre alsp worthy of note  Tha famous tvain temples of Sasa
and Bahu preserva very ¢legant architectural and 1conographic datails of fate
10th and eatly 11th centunes A D On the piifars of sabhamandapa of Sasa
temple st Nagda are carved Ramayana scencs  the doot jambs preserve thiee—
heaced wishry (Vatkuntha), a similar refief appeats on the left extenor niche
while tha nght extenor miche of sabhamandapa preserves an efegamt carving of
Gajendra-moksha The back niche of a mimatura shane at the back has
got & lovely rahel depicting the Marttadda Bhaleava form (¢ blending of Surya
B Sive Inone form, the seated derty 1s provided with a crown on the head and

TGal of man of Sutya on the chest. the weanpons caried i four hands include
two lotus flawers of Sunwhie the tident and the skull crowned mace &re
Salva emblems __ 1t should ba considered as one of the most interesting
syncratic Tmages in {ndian stt  The Pratap Museum at Udaiput  has also
acquired a statue wherein the standing deity depicts the blending of mote than
two divinities of the Brahmac pantheon

Tre med geval temples of Chauhan art st Menal and Buohan v district

stil preserve i wealth of Mewar end datable to the
12th century  One temyle statue from Biohan 1s of course quita unique ta
Inthan graphy because it tho three—headed female counter
part of Vakuntha Vishau the central face of the Goddess is that of a
hotse while the side Taces are those of a bioar and 2 llon A male statue of four
amed vanety 13 of course preserved in the cicle office at chitor fort but no
other famate retief or carving of the goddess 1n this particular form, 13 avaistle
at the pregent moment.

What athntl tohave a ook at the Ambika Temple at Jagat—the
Khajuraho of Rajasthan { The temple distant sbout 27 aules from Udapur
appears to have been bult towards the early part of 10th century one of its
pillars, beanng a date asV 5 1017, probably referes to some  rennovslion
work in the temple The extenors of the temple at Jagat are profusely studded
with elegant reliefs compuising of Qurga-Ambika 1n vaned aspects Oikpafas and a
number of female figures 1n different moods and poses From the point of
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viewp},workmanship their artistic quality is quite high,'t ey cWr’)—ﬁfst rate
sculptural' material ; the themes are of course guite traditional as in most of the
mediaevel temples at Khajuraho and other places. From point of view of
iconography also some of the reliefs a1 Jagat are quite important such as~—

(a) Mahishamardini Durga in the exterior niches of the main sanctum and
the pranala-mandapa. The relief, now in the main back niche of
sanctum, even depicts a parrot perched to the left of goddess Mahi-
sha nardini and thus recalls the Sukapriya Ambika aspect of the
devi.

(b) Narayani Durga i.e.. Vaishnavi seated over a human corpse: relief
on the exterior lower part of the main sanctum. The goddess carries
all the emblems of Vichnu but for a human corpse as her vehicle.
This is quite unusual in Indian iconography.

(c) Mahishamardini fighting with the Bull-demon; the latter is shown
in full human form and that1s very unusual.

(d) Varahi on the doorjamb of entrance-porch. Here she carries a fish
in one of her hands, recalling the Tantrika aspect of the goddess.
This trait is also to be seen in dancing Varahi on Pratihara Matrika
lintel from Abaneri, datable to the late 8th century.

(e) Dancing_Ganesa in Chatura pose, in the sabhamandap of Ambika
Temple at Jagat, is one of the few elegant statues of this particular deity.
The Chatura pose is very imposing and unusual for Ganesa though

we do come across this in case of dancing VW_
Abaneri panel, now in Jaipur Museum.

The sculptural traditions of Mewar kept alive during the subsequent
periods as well. The regime of Maharana Kumbha witnessed great activity in
the realm of painting, sculpture and architecture. A number of skilled sthapatis
and masons were given state-patronage at this stage. Noteworthy are two
families, one of Jaita and his sons who were incharge of construction works at
Chitor including the famous Tower of Fame i.e.. Kirttistambha at Chitor.
It still stands as a store-house of contemporary sculptures of this region.
Sutradhara Mandana and his followers appear to have been quite active in
Udaipur and Kumbhalgarh: it was probably under their instructions that some
religious edifices at Ekalingaji and Kumbhaigarh came into existence in Mewvar.
Mandana's successors appear to have participated. from time to time, in sculptural
and architectural activities in Mewar including the building of Nauchauki and
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o
Samar Singh succassfully resisted the vanous nvasions. “Dulingx&pasme
Chitar became a capital and centre of art, learning ete

Dunng the reign of Raatn Singh, the successor of Samar Singh, Sultan
Alauddin Khilj invadad Chitor.  Rajputs resisted but were defeated Several
women flung into the fire and conducted Johar, Sultan conquered and occupied
the fort and ravaged the country by plundenng it and massacring the people.
Dunng Tughlag penod, 1t under Malik dd Hamis d
it about V. S. 1392,

Maharana Hamir's possesston of Chitor is, 1n fact, a beginning of new
epoch In the history of Mewar.  Thereafter a galaxy of powerful rulers emerge
tn the history of Mewar, as Maharana Kheta, Kumbha, Raimal and Sanga.
who are found waging successful wars sgainst the Sultans of Malwa and
Guyrat, Bahadur Shah of Guyrat invaded Chitor in V S, 1592 dunng the feign
of Maharana Vikramaditya when Mewar was engulfed tn civil war and disorder
Once again the Rajput ladles flung into the holy fire and conducted Johar,
Bahadur Shah could not retain it long, 8s ha was soon defeated by Humayun,

The third and the last Invasion of Chitor took place during the reign of
Maharana Udat Singh.  Sensing the impending defeat, tho Rajput ladies again
committed Johar the third saka of chiter, andthe entire gamson of Rajputs
fell fighting. The fort was returned to Manarana Amar Singh after the Mughal-
Mewar alliznce . This event marks the eclipse of strategic and political impor-
tance of Chitor, as the capitzl of Mewar was now transferred to Udaipur city
founded by Maharana Udai Stngh n the thick part of the Arravalis.

Architecture

While going to the fort, the first object of the histonical Interest1s a
massive old bridge of grey Dimestone built across the river Gambhun  1tis
nearly 450 ft fong and 30 ft. broad havingl O arches  There are numerous
inscribed stones of 13th century available, which were removed from the fort.
Among these the nscription of Queen Jayatal Dews, mother of Samar Singh,
nscriptians of ¥V S 1303, 1324 and of gentamng ta Jan Manhandha and
Chakrabandha are worth quoting.

Tnere 1s an old tempte of an of
V. 8.770.

While gaing to the fort, the chabutara of Rawat Bagha and cenotaphs of
Jaym3l and Kalla which were constructad to commamorata thetr heroic deeds
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draw our atténtion to the ancient history of the fort. Ram Paole, the main entrancs
of the fort is a beautiful gateway decorated with several images. Outside
this gate there are 10 inscriptions ranging from V. S. 1593 to 1835, Besides,
one inscription of V. S, 1538 inscribed on a pillar i> also available in a hall
situated in the front ot this gate.

Inside Ram pole, there is a Patta’s memorial cenotaph. From this _place
a road goes to south. On this road a temple of Tulza Bhawani, containing a

small shrine and a pillered mandapa constructed by Maharana Banvir,
Is sttuated.

while going further south, the main objects of historical interest are
Shringar Chawari, Pataleshwar temple and Digambar Jain temple. The
Pataleshwar temple facing west cantains 3 shrines and a common corridor

in front of them, supporting on 4 rows of piliars. It has an inscription of
V.S, 1622.

The Shiingar Chawarr 1s one of the beautiful temples of not only Mewar
but Northern India. It was onginally constructed before V.5, 1358 as a
fragmentary inscription is available onit. It was repaired dunng the reign of
Maharana Kumbha by Bhandari, and8other icons of the temple were consecrated in
thayears 1512 and 1513. This was a Kharatargachha Jain temple on the outsida
walls. Various scanes of Gods and Goddes« etc. are dseply and beautifully
carved., Origminally there was a Ashta pada arrangement having 24 images

seated in different numbers on an elavated square platform. The gates are
fine specimen of deeply carved tracery work.

In the wall of Banvir there are 3 inscriptions ; two are dated V.S. 1834 and
the third is of 15th century. The temple almost touching shringar Chawari

facing east is a small shrine of Digambar Jamn sect. It was having an image
of V. 8. 1232, which has now been removed.

In front of the wall of Banvir, the remnants of the palace of Maharana
Kumbha are visible It seems that these were constructed originally in the 13th
century which 1s apparent from the style of the carving and construction of
pillars but the immense additions and alterations were made by Kumbha.
It1s a matter of great interest that the king who had constructed a beadtiful
kirti Stambha and had patronised the great Ranakpur temple showed little care for
his own residential matter. This palace has gota domestic style of Rajput
architecture having Tripalia, Audience Hall, Ganesh Temple. seperate Zenana
and heir—apparent palaces. According to Mandan, a famous architect of Kumhba
there was a good dancing hall available in the palace which was also used during,
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the time of Sanga  In fact, this palace is an edifice of a typical taste having
excellent style

In front of this palace thereisa group of Jain temples known as
Sat - Bis - Devan Jain Temple 1t 1s a fine specimen of Jain temple architecture
consisting of a shrine, 3 Mandapas and a corndor of ce!l shrines surrounding the
central temple  The images were consecrated on different dates from 14th to
16th century by Acharyas of different Gachhas

From Sat - B1s - Dewan the main road goes south to Kalikamata Temple
Two small roads afso go respectively 1o Jain Vijay Stambha and Kirt Stambha
standing at this tri-junction of roads  One would like to visit Kirti Stambha road
first  While going to this road the first object of interest 1s Kumbha Svarmun
temple Onginally  this  temple was built in 8th  or  Sth century
which is apparent from the lower most part containing beautiful images of that
period  This was also demolished dunng the invasion of Alauddin and was
repaired by Kumbha before V S 1505  According to some scholars  the shikhar
isettis so sohid thatit might at first sight be ascrnibed to a much eartier date than the
15th century It consists of a shrine a Pragnva style of mandepa, a portico and
an open circumbulatary passage round the shrine The large square porch
supported by a low pyramidal roof on massive pillars 1n front of shnne 1s one of
the important factors of the style of this temple and another peculianty is the
arrangement of Prad kshnapath

It was originally dedicated to the lord Varaha  Some images beating the
mnecrptions of V. S 1505 are wisible in the Mandapa one image of Lakulingha,
instalied on the Mandowar 1s an object of iconographic interest

The next object of tustorical interest 1s Kitti Stambha [t 1s saud that it was
constructed by Kumbha to commemorate his victoty of Malwa, but in fact 1t
was not the case ! have already refuted this elsewhere 1t has nine storeys with
127 star cases being 122 ft in baight Tha construction work started
neqr about V. S 1486 was comptetedinV § 1615 However the conse
cration y as 1n Kiru Stambha prasasu was made on the 10th
day of brght ha'f of Magha,V § 1505 Col Tod companing it with Kutub
Minz- finds 1t a very supenor construction  Similarly Furgusson atso finds that
1tis a specimen of better taste of architectural object

It15 built chiefly of ime stone  The architectute ornaments and mass of
decoratron ware the chiaf fearures of the temple architecture of thatpenod It
has not only covered these but has a rumber of images of Hindu Gods Godesses.
weapons  musical omaments etc It 15 bettefto call 1t a2 museum of
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Hindy Gads and Godessos as tho names have also been ingeribad at the foot
of each. Tha chief architacts who built this were Jota and his sons.  Thore are
soveoral fragmantary inscriptions from V. 5. 1499 1o 1515 available on various
storoys of this, offering obeisance to lord Samadhi-shwar, otc.

Another fine specimen  of temple archilecture is a templo of Mokal or
Samadhishwar. It was constructed in 12th century. [tconsists of a shrine, a
mandap and 3 porticos. In the main shrine thero is a colossal image of Tri-
murti. It is full of deeply carved tracery, even bitter | ‘than the temple con-
structed dunng Kumbhads time. In Narthar thare are some reliefs containing
Jain scencs.  Besidoer there are sculptures of some Jain Goddesses init. There-
fare, some scholars have opined thatitis a Jain temple, but 1t seems 1o
be baseless view, because in Jain temples like Shnnagar chawari, Mahaveer
tamplo of Cmitor wa can sea a numover of Hindu sculpturas.

It cansists of few inszrptions. On tho walls of mandap thare are two inscri-
ptions of V. S. 1286. Similirly in the weostern wall of the Mandap there are
two nscuptions of V. 8, 1207 and 1485 inscrbed on the black stones of the
time of Kumarpal Chatukya and Maharana Mokal respectively.  An inscription

of V. 5. 13LE, now available 1n Udaipur Museum, contains the account ol the
repaimng of this temple,

In the narthern part of this temnle there is a group of small tamples and
gate of Mahasati. One broken temple lying in the eastern side ef Xirti Stambha
containing an wnscription of V. S, 1327 was demolished during the tme of some
johar.  Similarly there s an inscrniption of V. S. 1331 in the gate Mahasati

contaimina a detarled but incorrect genealogy of the rulers of Mewar composed
by Veda sharman,

The original name of gomukh situated on the southern side of Mokal's
temple, was Mandakini. It was originally constructed in the 9th or 10th century
as 1s apparent from the remnants of pillars.  In the cave situated above it

there are 2 inscrptions: oneof V S. 1515 and otherof V. S. 1643 bath are
connected with Jainism.,

After passing through the houses of Patta and Jaimal the temple of Kali-
kamata one of the mmportant histoncal objects is visible. Originally it was a
dedicated to Surya Deva, who has also been displayed riding on horses.

This 1s also one of the test specimen of early style of ornamentation. It is full
ol deeply carved traceries.

From this temple the modernised palaces of Padmini are visible. Thesa
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were renewed and repaired in the 18th century.  Other objects of the histoncal
interest ara Adbhuta temple, Nitkantha temple, Jamn Vijaya Stambha Mahavir
Jain Temple and Kukadeshwar group of temples. Adbhuta temple was constru-
cted during the reign of Maharana Ralmal.  Nilkantha temple was one of the
oldest temples, which was demolished during the 1avasion of Alauddin Khilji
Jain Vijaya Stambha was completed dunng the reign of Maharana Hamyr Kukade-
shwar group of temples are also old temples, but artistically notvery fine In
this way thes fort1s a standing monument of art and architecture

Cultural centre

Chitor temained a centre of ant and learning from the earhest times
Sidhasena Diwakar, Hanbhadra sun Jin Vallabh Sun  Elacharya, Harnsena, etc
ate the earhiest Jain scholars who flourished here  Mahuka was one of the
descendants of the greatpoet, Maghe who settled at Chaitor  Sutradhar Mandan,
one of the wnters of 15th century was patronised by Kumbha  Mirabai also
flou 1shed here

Kumbhalgarh

Kumbhalgath, 1s situated about 60 miles from Udaipur It had been
one of the invincible forts of Mewar

History

It 1s known from Jain trads that king Maurya
some temples on the sie where the present fort of Kumbhalgerh stands
Although the present fort was constructed by Kumbha but there existed an
ancient citadel, the name of which was Mahor or Machhindarpur It was
L ary for the of (which was un ler Mewar at that tme
1o have a strong hold there  Maharana Kumbha, on the plan of the architect
Mandan constructedit  Several times the Sultans of Malwa and Guyrat, vainly
attacked 11, during that time It was however, captured by Akbar inV §
1634-35 but was soon after taken back by Pratap Thereafter, except dunng the
cvil war pertaining to Ratan Singh, it always remained an abode of peace

Arctiftecture

Tiis fortis defended by the <enes of ramparts with battlements and
bastions built upon the slopes of the hill upon which the enemy could not
be abla to scale even by the mears of ladders Hence 1t has a strategtcal 1mpor
tance  While gaing from Kelwara the first object of histoncal interest wvistble 1s
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Hanuman pole. where Maharana Kumbha installed the image of Hanuman
brought from Mandor.

In the fort the Yajnavedi Mamadeva's temple, Samavasharan’s te.'“np‘le,
Neelkantha temple etrc, ae worth seeing. Yajnavedi s a 3 storeyed building
constructed when the consecration of the fort was performed by Kumbha. It has
got architectural menits,  Its each tier is decorated with numerous massive low
columns resting on a sculptured panneled parapet.

Mamadeva’s temple was, according 1o scholars, formerly a chomukha tlalt}
temple. Maharana Kumbha simply renovated it and built a large reservoir o
water. Numerous nscribed images of various Gods and Goddeses were found
from this place. Besides, two large inscriptions. one 'of b slabs and other of 2
slabs of V.S. 1517 were found here Kumbha was treacherously stabbed
by his son, Uda here at the e({ge of the said Kunda.

The Jain temple known as Peetaliya Deva contains very attractive images of
Agni, Brahma, Indra, Yama, Varuna, Vayu, Kuber etc. It has an inscription of V. S.
1512, Another important Jain temple known as Bawan Jinalaya, has
nearly 40 Deva Kulikas, It has an inscription of V' S, 15621. The Badal Mahal,
Tara Burja, Top Khana, Navachoki palaces ete. are also Worth seeing, The

fine panoramic view of the wild and rugged scenery of hills are also visible
from nere.

Mandalgarh

Mandalgarh is an important key fort of the Eastern table land of Mewar.

Its history is chequerred one. Onginally it was constructed by Nikumbha
Rajputs. Later on 1t was taken by the Chauhans of Ajmer, Hadas of Bundi
and Guhilots of Mewar. For long 1t remained under the jagir of Balanote
Solankis, who rebult 1t. This fort was invaded by various Mushim. Sultans,
According to Shrningirisht nscription. Alauddin Khilf made an unsuccessful
attempt to getit. Duning the reign of Maharana Kumbha 1t was invaded several
times by the rulers of Malwa. For Some tme Mahmud Khilyi, the Sultan of
« Malwa was successful In getting 1t 1n his possession. He demolished sevaral

» jtemples. Therefore there are no earlier inscriptions now available. AKbar,
'

annexed it in his empire which was subsequently raturned to the rulers of
Mewar at the time of Treaty. In the reign of Aurangzeb it was taken by him in
lieu of Jazya, The Emperor granted it to Rathor Chief of pisangana namely
Duda, Maharana Amar Singh expelled the Rathors. The Mughal Emperor
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dunng the regn of Maharana Sangram Singh I1 donated it to Indra Singh of
Nagaur, but he dechined to accept it

Architecture

The following places and inscriptions are the cbjects of histonical study —
Gupteshwar temple eonsists of inscnptions of V s 1559 and V. § 1571 of the
time ot Maharana Raimal and Meharara Sanga respectively These records
consists the of account of the construction of a Matha

-

Jaleshwar temple consists of two insciptions of V'S 1617 and 1651 of some
Solanki chiefs Dunng these years the temple was repaired

N}

Jain templa Rikhabdeva was completed n VS 1718 A fragmentary
inscription of the satd year consisting of the name of architect Deva is available

w

Two Surah Lekhas of the time cf Maharana Bhum Singh conarn the account
8 marble of the prehibition of the staughter of animals for religious purposes

ES

Col  Tod has referred about two big inscnptions which he collected from
Bawadi contaieng the pedigree of Solankis which are now untraceable

tnthis way in shaping tha hisrory of Mewar these forts have played an
important part

R V Somani



mewar and the marathas

The earliest opportunity for Mewar-Maratha relationship presented
itself when Prince Akbar, after his abortive revolt against his father,
Aurangzeb, fled to Deccan from Rajputana under the Rajput escort led
by Durgadas. The efforts for Rajput—Maratha alliance against the
Mughals did not succeed, however. By the beginning of the 18th
century the Maratha bands began appearing on the political scene of
the northern India. Henceforth Rajputana remained for about a
century an easy and unobstructive field of their ravaging operations.

The very first contacts of the Marathas with Mewar and other
Rajput States were marked by the Maratha depradations in this
territory and levying of unbearable tribute by the former. The Marathas
became a menance to Mewar, as early as 1724 A, D. , as evidenced
by a ‘KHARITA" dated 24th November, 1724, sent by Maharana
Sangram Singh of Udaipur to Sawai Jai Singh of Amber (Jaipur).
The Maharana wrote rhat the Deccanis ware causing disturbances in
his tarritory and that he considered them to be thieves needing
proper chastisement. Since the Maratha depredations continued, a
defensive alliance was made by the three Rajput States—Mewar,
Amber and Kota against the Marathas, But several facters, e. g.
their traditional rivalry, motives of self-aggrandisement and narrow
outlook prevented them to comprehend the Maratha menace
objectively and take the defensive alliance seyiously.

In the mean—time the Marathas continued to increase their hold
over Malwa. This hold became almost complete by defeating Mughal
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Governar Sawat Jai Singh in tae battle of Mandsaur {Feb 1733) Thiscreated a
verv senious situation for tha Stytes of Rajasthan competling Raiput princes to
take prompt action  Tha Rajputs resarted to whatis knoan as the policy of ‘DAM
and SAM (money and conzillaton) Fust monoy was used to persuade
them 1o evacuats the occupied ternroty of Malwa A promise of five lakhs of
Tupees was made by Dhabhai Nanjar on February 27 1733 and the same was paid
by May n full the Marathas d d not evacuate Malwa  Thus the attempt of the
Raput rulers musfred and monsy could not securs the dasirad results  On the
cther hand the Bundi altar invited and promptod the Marathas to enter Into
Rajasthan atself

Bundl af{air and Hurda conference

In1234 A D Sawar Ja S ngh of Jaipur, n ordar to anhance tes influence
expelled Budh Singh frcm Bundi end placed tus own son in law  Dalel Singh
on the throne This Qross intetference in the internal affars of Bundi State gave
038 to a comp! cated s tuanon and the dethroned family sought the support of
externat power t ¢ tha Mamathas  Pra1p Singh Hada the elder-brother of Dalet
Singh was sent to Poona to meet the Pashwa and other prominent Sardars far
enlisting the r mil tary support tor Budh Singh  The assistance was given ang
on 23rd Apnl, 1734 Holkar res*ored the auino ity of Budh Singh over Bundi

1t was thus tha first d'ro~t Maratha anterference in the domestic affais
of a State 1n Rajasthan It greatly slarmed the Rajputs  Thinking munds n
Rarasthan began 1o apprehand danger from the Marathas against the safety of
ther own States  Thoy now realizad 1hat they could not survive vath honour
without pooling therr eff yrts agamst @ common dangar  In order to decida
therr future coutse of actran a canference of the Raput rulers was called at
Hurda It was attended by almost all tha important rulers of Rajasthan  This
conferance wis prestdsd over by Mahatana Jagat Singh of Mewar
Dalibarations at the conference tesulted into te treaty of 17thJuly 1734 having
2 glan 10 vust the Marathas from Malwe

Thus for tha first uma since the battle of Khanua in 1627, a Raput
cerfederacy was again formedunder the Ieadersh p of Jagat Singh the Maharana
of Mewar But this unity remained CRly on paper it could not be put Into
practice because every Rajput ruler had his own personal ambstions and none
was willing 1o give them up for anything vitally essential for the common cause
The Maharana was @ man of fuxurious habits, incapabla of assuming the
command of the united forces Moreover internal dissension did not allow
him to concentrate his attantian on resistance, and the Rajput rufers could ndt
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accept any other ruler as their leader, So they neither re-assembled at Rampura
nor took the field against the Marathas after the rains as was decided. The

Rajputs thus lost a rar2 opportumity of thwartina the Maratha incursions into
Rajasthan.

The Hurda canference produced highly disaswous results for Mewar,
because the Maharana who had so far posed as a friend of the Marathzs ceme
out in open heading a conference which contemplated united military action
against them. The subsequent period witnasses the furious Marathas entering

Into Mewar imposing unbearable demands on the Rana and resorting to ravaging
operations.

Bajirao’s visit to Udaipur

The matters came to 8 hcad when Bajirao came to Rejasthan with a
‘magic bag’ of diplomacy to persuade the tulers of various States to come 10
a polttical settlement with tim. The f{irst major  State which he
approached was Mewar. Accompanied by Sindhia, Holkar and Anand Rao
Panwar he reached Udawpur in the first week of February, 1736. He was
accorded a very warm reception and was encamped at Champabag, near Anar.
The immediate object of his visit was to secure a ‘Sanad’ from the Rana ackno-
wledging his right to receive 'Chauth’, for which his agent Sada Shiva Bailal
was trying for about a year. His efforts brought about a settiement by which Mewar
agreed to pay a sum of Rs. 12,25,000/— in eight vears commencing from the

year 1735 10 1742-43 and set apart the revenue of the Pargana of Banera tor
the above payment.

From Udawpur Bajirao proceeded towards Jaipur to meet Sawai Jai Singh.
On the way, he visited Nathdwara where he and hus wife had ‘darshan’ of the
Deity. Theyreached Bhanbhole near Kishangarh where on the 8th March a
rmeeting between him and  Sawai Jai Singh took place. Bajirao’s visit to
Rajputana and especially to Mewar had very far reaching political repurcussions.
Bajirao’s visit completely exposed U,¢ vulnerability of the Rajput states.

Struggle for Jaipur throne

Though Bajrao had adopted harsher posture in impesing exacting terms on

ie Rana yet he maintaired friendly relations with the latter. On hearing the news

P of Nadirshah's invasion of Delhi, he appealed to the Maharana for a joint acuon
against the invader. But Maharana was busy in trying to get the Jaipur throne

to his nephew Madho Singh, after the death of Jai Singh. who had grown too
weak and senile and was not likely to survive long.
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Madho Singh was the younger son of Sawai Jai Singh born to the
princess of Mawar who was given in marnage to tun tn 1708 on an express
condition that the son born to her would suzcead Jai Singh even if he were
youngef Inage However, on the death ot Jat Singh his elder Son Ishwan
Singh sutceeded to tho gadi of Japur  Madho Singh pressed his clam to
the throne and his cause was naturally Supported by the Maharana of Mewar,
He secured heip of the Marathas to further the cause of Madho Singh
The struggle between Ishwan Singh and Madho Singh becane one of tha major
causes which dicturbed the peacs n Rajasthan for the next eight years
Uttmately 1n 1781 Madho Singh succeeded 1n secuting the throne  For its
pnce, he gave parganas of Tonk and Malpura besides the pargana of Rampura
{ which actyally belanged to Meawar ) and 2 targs amount of monay to
the Marathas

Madho Singh's affarr resulted not only in loss of men and maoney to
Mewar but 1t had rumous effects on the mternal adnunstration and political
stability of the State also. Tha nobi'ty of Mewar got split and festive on
account of the weakness of tha Rana and ook to dsfiance and  disorderly
actiznty. On tha other hand the Maratha agents at Udaipur, however, went on
pressing for the payment of tnbute. Notonly Mewar but other States of
Rajasthan alsg smarted under tortuous pressure of the Marathas  However,
individually they were powerless to resist tha Maratha demands Duran Sal of
Kota and Madho Singh of Jaipur took the initiative 1n organising  the united
front of the Rajput rulers against the Marathas  Whila the talks for an anh
Maratha coaliron were going on, Msharana Jagat S agh died on the 8th Juns,
1751, His death was a great blow to this cause  However, the rulers continurd
theit funther plans agamst the Marathas and tnied to persuade Pratap Singh 11
the new Maharana to §2in the coalition  But these consultations proved of
no avail a4 the 1temal distutban~es of Mewar demanded all the attsntion of the
Maharana  Afiar only three yoars of reign, Pratap Singh died on 10th January
1754 and was succeeded by his ten years old son, Raj Singh

Maratha raids into Mowar

The short reign of Maharana Raj Singh 11 was marked by many Maratha
1nvasiohs  In tha beginming of vear 1765 A. D Malhar Rao Holkar and Raghu-
nath came to Mewar  In the same year Vithal Rao also ravaged Mewar and
Sadashiv Rap, Govind-Rao and Konhayt Jadhav levied war contnibutions. Raghu-
nath Rao and Holkar again came 1nto Mewar terntory early n the vear 1757
and took ransom of ona Lakh or rupese from Javad  The peniod between 1755
and 1758 proved highy disastrous for Mewar Tha Maharana bad no other
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-alternative but to buy off the Maratha Sardars. The next three years from 175?
10 1761, Mewar was slightly relieved of the Maratha pressure because their
attention was considerably diverted on account of Abdali’s invasions.

‘Battle of Fanipat and its effects on Rajasthan

The third battle of Panipat took place on January 14, 1761, in which
Afghans inflicted a crushing defeat upon the Marathas led by Sadashiv Bhau.
In Rajasthan, reaction of the Maratha defeat was that of rejoicing. The Rajput
princes stopped payment of tributes. Sawai Madho Singh initiated a move
and tried his best to form an anti- Maratha league. But again the old jealousies
and prejudices blocked the path of unity, When united action could not be
undertaken, Mewar and other Rajput States made stray individual attempts to
dislodge the Marathas from their previous position. In the meantime, the seven
teen year old Maharana Raj Singh died on the 3rd April, 1761. Being issueless,
he was succeeded to the throne by his uncle Ari Singh better known as Maharana
Arsi, His succession was the signal for successive civil strifes in the country.

Civil war in Mewar and the Marathas

Maharna Arsi, being ill-tempered by nature, incurred displeasure of a
number of nobles, who decided to dethrone him. In the meantime, posthumous
son was born to the late Maharana Raj Singh Il and he was placed under
the charge of Jaswant Singh the maternal uncle of the child. The news
of the birth of the prince came like a bolt from the blue to Rana Arsi.
He resorted to the policy of suppression. This further exasperated a number
of nobles who openly preached revolt. In order to dethrone Arsi, they
proclaimed Ratan Singh, the posthumous prince as the Maharand of Mewar
in 1764, at Kumbhalgarh. {n this manner the Civil-war begéh. Jaswant
Singh of Deogarh was the leacer of the rebel-group. He was joined by the
feudal chiefs of Sadri, Delwara, Begun, Kotharia, and Bhindar. On the

other hand, Maharana Arsi won over the Raja of Shahpura. He =zaiso gained
1 unexpected ally Jhala Zalim Singh of kota.

5 Similarly, attempts to seek the help of the Marathas were made by both
“Arsi and Ratan Singh. The rebel-group succeeded in gaining the support of
Yashwant Rao Bable and Sadashiv-Gangadhar by the promise of. three Jakhs
of rupees. Simultaneaously Yashwant Rao Babla also wrote to the Peshwa
.advising him to espouse the cause of Ratan Singh for an amount of rupees
thirty-six lakhs. Besides the Marathas, the Jodhpur ruler Vijay Sing

. h also ca
torward to extend his support to Rantan Singh for tha promise of fifreen.lakhsme
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In the meantme Mgharana Assi was busy contacting soveral other
Maratha Sardars and ultimately succeeded in gaiming the support of Mian Daula,
He atso won over BahaniTakpar and Raghoram to his side. This created a

tustion for the of Ratan Singh, so they teok the young
punce to Mahadji's c¢amp at Upain.  In the shnne of Mahakaleshwar an
agreement was reached according to which Sindhia was to be patd thirty {akhs of
upees f ho succeaded in sequring the throno of Mewar for Ratan Singh. These
slarming develapments naturally perturbed Rana Arsl, He made senous efforts
1o dissuade Sindhia aganst championing the cause of his adversary but
faled to win tum over to his side. Consequently a battle was foughton
13th Janwary, 1769 on the bianks of the nver Sipra in which Arst's forces
were completely fouted.

Sindhia bestages Udaipur

Soms weeks sfter the battle of Sipra, Sindhwa, 1n March, 1789, marched
against Udampur.  Thes match created great panic in the Capital, At this hour
ol need, the ex-minister Amarchand was urged to rfeturn and direct defence
preparations. He accepted tho offer and humedly organised the defence of the
Capital,  Mahads besieged the ity of Udaipur in the second week of Apnl.
The siege drapged on for mora than four months without any result The spint of
detemination which prevatlad smong the besieged disquietened Sindhua. He
thought 1t prudent to 6nd the hostilities.  Hence peace negotiations were started
and an egreement was armived at by which Mewar agreed 1o pay sixty three and
a half [akhs of rupees to Sindhia, Alfter this sgreement Sindhia left Mewar.

Battls botwaen the rival parties and the attitude of the Marathss

But the setlement with Sindhia established no peace 1n Mewar.
flatan Singh was still at Kymbhalgarh and the refractory nobles continued to
support lim. They were also seceving support of Sawar Pathvi Singh, the
successar of Sawal Madho Singh of Jaiour  The Peshwa did not view with
{avour the military a1d provided by Jaipur and reproached Prthvi Singh strongly
for his unbecoming action. But he continued to support tha cause of rebels in
Mewar and secured the support of General Samru faor them, However the
succosnve Watovles oF Ami over Ratan Singh crppled the strength of his nval
and he emerged stronger, But Arsi was not fucky enough to enjoy respite after
the ation of the He was dered by Apt Singh of Bundi on 8th
March, 1773, He was succeeded by his nine year old son Hamir Siegh, dunng
whose reign the parganas of Singoh, Bhichore, Jat., Kherl etc. were given away
0 the Marathas. After the short reign of neatly five years Maharana Hamir
Singh died on 6th June. 1778,
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The Afanarana decided to tako b sirong action but his government being too
weak could not accomplish w1 External asmstanca was needed and naturally
the Marathas wero ed  On from the M Mahadji
agreed 0 extend assistance and for that purpoze met him at Naharmagra on Bth
September, 1791, In this meeting thoy discussed the methoads of expalling
Chundawats from Chitor. Concequently the Mewar and Maratha forces setout
for Chitor  Tha siego of the fort of Chutor commenced an 23rd Qctober and
fasted for neatly three weeks, Finding d theult to resist 1hesa forces for long
Rawat Bhum Singh statted peace negovatons with Mahadjt through Ambay
fieventually ted 10 2 settioment by which Rawat Brum Singh vacated the fort
0n 17th  November  Bofore \ahadps depiture from Mewar on  €th
Janawy 1792 he mada Amba) his Viceroy tor carrying on the admmistration
of Mewar  Thus the reins of adnunistratran of Mewar went now virtually in
the hands of Ambay, tha Maharanawas now just adojure sovereign Mewar
gracticaly becama a grpendancy of Sindhus

Mutual rivalry of Maratha Sardars on Mewar soll

Ambap explored the pol tical situation In Mewar to his own advantage
10 the tha fullest posssible extent. Mranatile on the 12th February, 1793,
Ma%ads boatned his fast and was succendsd by his naphs v Daulat Rao He
2ppointad Ambay, the Sibedar of Jhansi and eastern Provinces to take up s
naw apointmant  Amba left Ma var, kening Nana Ganosh as hus representative
12 1ok oftec tha alfars of the State Ganesh let loose a rewgn of
ferar and plunderod and devastated the termtory of Mawat, i genaral and
of the Chundawat Sardars in patticutar

Thus the Subedan of Mewar became a pnized post and every Maratha
Sardar wanted to hava stfor himsa!f Mowar bacans a field of dispute
amang the Sindtnas generals  Lakhaa dectared humsell the supreme
commander in north [nd:a 1n the name of the widows of Mahadjt who were not
salisfied wih Daylat Rao  This situation created two Subedars in Mewar, both
claming the nghtiul position but nerther of them was powerful enough 10 expel
the other from Mewar  During the decade of the dual Viceroyalty of Ambay
and Lakhwa Mewar was the battle ground of the nval Maratha leaders which
shattered 11s v and yed its Sull further ruin was yet
tocome The tistory of the following sixteen years of Mawar was a record
of the tragic defeats and hurntliation for the Rana The episode concerning
knshna Kuman was & clear pointer in that direction
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Krishna Kumari Episode

Krishna Kumari was a daughter of Maharana Bhim Singh. She wa¢
betrothed to Maharaja Bhim Singh of Jodhpur, the latter, however, passed away.
The Rana then decided to marry her to Maharaja Jagat Singh of Jaipur. Man
Singh who succeeded Bhim Singh of Jodhpur pressed his right to marry her
according to custom. Thus poor Krishna Kumari became the bone of contention
between the rulers of Jaipur and Jodhpur. Both sides sought the help of
Holkar and Amirkhan. The two Chiefs changed sides too often. During their
operations they plundered Mewar. In such circumstances the most cruel and
heartless suggestion came form Amirkhan. He told the Maharana that if the
princess was not married to Man Singh, her death was the only alternative
for maintaining peace. The Maharana most disgracefully yielded and the
princess was poisoned to death. This was the cruel end of a long dispute though
it could neither avert nor postpone the ruin of Mewar. On the other hand it
exposed the utter helplessness and weakness of the Rana. .

Aftermath

Now the plunder and rapine became the order of the day in Mewar.
The Holker, Sindhia and their agents plundered the Mewar Villages one after
other presenting a scene of utter ruin and devastation so much so that the peasant-
families were left without a single piece of brass utensil or even a few sitver
coins. Thousands of peasants and other people of Mewar began deserting the
land. The Mewar State was saved from destruction by the British East India
Company which took Mewar under its protection in the year 1818 and then alone
Mewar breathed afresh a new lease of life for another one century and a quarter,

~
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mewar under the british (18i8-1921)

In1818 A D Mewsr was rescued from extnction threstened
undet the preda‘ory system cf the Marathas by the protection extended
by the East India Company  Mewar suffered more cruel devastations
at the hands of Mbsrathas than it had ever been subected to by the
KMughals ¢t Pathans For more than three quarters of & century
since the tme of Maharana Jaror Singh Il Mewar witnessed their
unceas ny ravages and exictinns  Parucularly, dunng the greater
part of Msharana Bhim Singh 1's re gn (1778 1B28), the temtary
was Iad was'e by the armies of Smdhts  Holkar and Amukhan
Pindart  To add to its musfortune tha nobles of Mawar, themselves
tumed dis'oyal snd refractoty end usurped crown fands  Besides,
taking opportunty of d sturbad stato of Newar, the wiid tribes like
Bhils, Minas and Ae s, inhabiing tho hilly pa ts of Mewar, tndulged
in revaging actwities  Col Tod, who arnved tn Mowar as the {irst
Poaal Ageat of the East Inda Compiny n 1818 hasdrawn a
grashic picture of condtions in Mawar  Ha says * Mewar was
ramvdly sooroaching dissolution and essry s97 of cwvilization last
disanpeanag  feds Iaid waste, otes In rulns, (ahab tants exiled
chaftams demorahsed the prince and his famuly desttute of common
comforts®  The authonty of tha rular was virtuatly conf ned to the
valley of Udaipur and hs was reduced to such a dastitution that he
depended upon Z3kim Singh of Kota for means of subslstence  When
tne Marathas found the Maharana incapabla of maat ng their ever
mounting demands & proposal was mnoted by Ambap Ingle to
partion Mewar botween the two Maratha Chiefs, Stndhia and Hotkars
The Hofkar, however, did not agree to it ang Baiza Bai Sinddhias
wifo, also exercised her inflyence in favour of Mewar Mewar was
thus saved from an impend ng di<so uton
British Protection to Mewar

Thus by 1818 Mawar was 1nutter chaos anarchy and ruin
Such a state of sffairs would have resulted into total and Irrevocsble
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1618 3 settloment between the Maharany and the nobles of $Aewar  The fatter
wergcompelled to surrender all the wsumped crownlands 1o suemitta the
sgvereign puthonty of the ruter and perform usual savices ard pay fixed tribute
[Chhatocnd) to the Maharana  Parganas of Aumthalgeth Rapue, Ranagar
erd Sadn were recovered fromthe Marathas and Jahe pur ftom  Zakim Singh of
Kota  The s3ma yer astive siens wore tiken o Suparess (awloss activities of
the Mers by enqaging jont forces of the Bntish Govsernmrent and of Mewar and
HarmarStates S milarly tho Briush Troops were emploved to reduce the
cefiant Bt/ ond Bhum 3 Chiafs  Tod, simultareausly took steps ta cecall tha
perutsbon 1o Newar 10 resure ther avocanens by assutng a proclamation
gLananteaing them safety and p1ce on hehst of the Brinsh Government These
a1d other Measures pertinng to mtnmyl ad~ymstrat on of the State taken by
Tod, produced rmediy'a results  The revonues of tt o State which had been
t~duzed 19 almast haif a fakh rupees £hor to 1818 awnce rose to 4 50 lakhsin
1818 wiuch reached 1o 9 96 fakhs in 1822

In 1821 the Polit cal Agant wae instrucee ! fo refax bis control over the
geverrment of the Stvve This ac'0a was $0on {0 toaed hy conlusion as the
Kaha-znt found tumsell incapable of coping with the sitystion single handed Ho
c'd ret retnme the Jost prestiga and the governmentshowed sians of detenor-
a%ien In the words of Tod va n shows frivn o1 amutemants and 8n irregula-
124 Ibweahty a'one occup ed em  He had bittlo $tcadingss of purposo and was
2casy pre/1o foma'e infuenca  Constauently the control of covernment was
273N algn ovnt by the Amant Char'es Mercally the Resicdent et Delty himself
¥ S id Manarn 1825 11 0rdor 1o help consohidaa the ad 0 aistrave  atranae
0 aod settla tha trbute prybile Ly Mevar 10 the Butish Government it was
fiend ot 3 1avhsan the 1oea! currenay which was subsequently teduced to 2 Iakhs
(Brueh) 1n 1846

Withdraw! of directintertarence

As it was considered undesirable to ma ntan Baush controt for tong
d'rect interference was graduilly withdrawn ‘o permit the Rana to rufe his
ovm Bornions “ It bad agan adversa cffects on the functioning of the Govern-
ment  Maharana Bhum Singh's successors Javan Singh (1828 38) and Serdar
Singh (1838 42) proved rather worse rulers than their predecessor and the Steto
Governmant tan into the debt of 20 fakhs A stiht unprovement mtolt‘heh state
clattaus was effected by more energ god ible ruter o
Swaroop Singh (1842-1861) who reduced extravagance, created @ p batse
veasury, introdused » now comn (Swaroopsshi rudea ) and paid oft e







MLWAR THROUGH THT AGLS 87

19 Dung'a, 2 border vitfaga af Mewar, whrre shout 40 Enghish men, women and
chiidren had taken tefuge sad were botie yid there by the pursuing mutiacers
femheemach  The it mutiny in Mg 1sthan took place ot Nasiabad on the
28 May 8d the  second at Nermach on the 3ra June  News of the smval
ot the Mewar boops st Dungtascared aw iy the besiegers andthe former wereable
1 resced tha Neemeh refusees withow' 17, Gighting and escort them  safely
toUnpur whera the Makasana t00s cue folodge themate salo place,
Jismaindr water pylace i the Prehia'a ake Two English fugitives from
fowemazh were shelterod and protected 8* anott=r v a,eof Kesunda by the
Parv's g3 0'her willagemen

Tre trewar troope, altsf the porsyt ! heomach rebels upte Chitor,
wore1ad to Neemach and st omed th co for 1o safety  They were used by
18 Bt $h Off coes 13 can'ure Himbih 13 and meet the attazh on Neemach by
¥ \andaro ¢ febsts in dhe mareis of Seprert ¢ and O.taber  The Maharasa
extindad b 3 235513902 Wt men and mgne, v he tho ebels headed by Rao
§avah ynd Tannia Tops eatewed Fewae v June 1898 Tho caral of Kathana,
Fawat Jodh Singh sided with them by proved 13 thrm Supn 03 before the battle
cfthe 1314 Awgust, which was fought near Haz wiitage  Haaiso gave shefter
19 7't Bt sh elenents hko Rao Soheh Khushal Singh al Auwa and others
Tra Ch ef of Salumbar Rawat Kegan S nah and chiofs of Shindar end Amet and
$7~a thet j3gurs oleo 238 s1ed the robels  ArAmet some Enghsh advanch
guads v ere shid L ea the (. The Ant Guush cebell an eventually tated
THe 31harana patueally foceived, hks othcs b ethsen of s 17 e, sppreciations
1271 the Brpsstt Government for hug suprort U the Brnish cause

Beginning of a new apach

Tre Anm Bntish strunyle of 1837 marks @ hnk between two epochs  The
8095% had twg ‘old s gmbcanze  ftwas the tast effort by the old rulng
t2 315 of the country 10 ¢ sladgo tha Rauish power fom Indw It was atthe
£378 £ first ante Brtishy aat ona fremistance on the partof the Indian M1sses
Thaclose of unsuccessful rebatlinn of 18,7 was follawed by 8n epoth of
trascence and resurgenca 1n lndia A niéw @ ement the masses, nOw began
1082087 0n the Indian pohticat scens This rpoch making event ted the Butsh
fultrs 1 have rethinking about thete envre policies i indta  The fwst ouu:omha
ot this rathinking was the transfer of pawes w ladia from the Compday o the
Bitsh Crown, 10 1856 . Thiswas folloned by the changes it the Bn;:;h
palizies sesutting n a now aligamant of politce! forces in the country . n;
selicy of “expanding absorption gava plsce to the perpetuation ot the terinol
Posieszions of the Natwe Rufers  Emesgence of new natonal  forces
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corfiszanon ofthe rwillages or dysmissat tom the State service A council of
Pegency was sppolnted by the British Govemenent to govern the State dunng
e Punce s mincnly The Council included Ivo of the State
27d was headed by the Pohieal Apent, Major Tay'or  Three executive offrcers
wee 859 no~unated 10 the Couneil, A teacher « se arpointed for the education
cfthe young Punce (0 1862 the fisst goscrament dispensaey was opencd
a2 pur fallowed by epeming of a school  Shambhy Ratna Pathsha 8 in 1863

Seme dilferences a:gee Loty ten the ¢t eans ard the Politeal Agent.
Crapes pimsuse of power Ly the chieltuns and counter charges ot Inter-
ke erceand doruration by tha Pohtical Agertwere made resuling 1t @
destoeh.  The Brnsh Governmant was interes'ed 1 wuhising the minonty of
the Princa *a effcet somn adenmstatnve fefc 0§ 1n tre State suing to the
resds of tre Empire tut the seme was powcrtuily ofposed by the major
sectenof re rehility whech was app lenine 0! and suspicious about the
£ KA 013 of the pev. measures on th e herediadaty status erd priviieges
Sre'e punistments intticted on the nob ¢3 gnd o'hers resconsible for vanous
sy’ vers by the Polilica® Agent wore greatly resened Thakut of Badanor
FdVera At Singh a State cft ) were charged with ccmmitung of
t2£3 ous crires on the subects and were punist £d Some atiendants  end
123* w03 ¢f Ihg youn3 Prince were expe ed free tre Captal on charges of
y~315 5508 i, and the young prince hemself was chided for havirg
©pany el bad chaacrers  The Pams ttuster of the Sta'e was aisrmaeed
Altare measures vern recented by vanout coct ors of 1 e peoplo o3 grass
1tterenge by the Bntish Gosemment q tho affaus ol tho S’

Politicat Agent's Government

The Entish Goserrment 100k stern rerrures 10 sutdLe the cpposiion
Tre Governmre~t ¢f Regency Council was dumissed ond 1t o entrro controt of
1 Hewar Govererrert was faben over by figut Col Edert the Political Agent
cf reBrtish Government 1o Augusl, 1863 under the grociamaton wued By
Telavee Thus bighhanded acticn of direct interfecence fol owed by V5"°":
™easutes teading 1o the introduction of modern nshiut or's in the State suc
23 creation of various depantments establishment of courts 0f ustee hraded b:
oon Mewan officrals sbof tien of the lease system o} collecng seveques an !
ef'01ts for sa settlement of she revenue and abeluion of the system of ‘AR (ﬂc(
503100 cath 1 the name of tho Man wang by indwiduats) procuced & G080
Testniment and st in the Stata lead ng to @ goneral sike ot UANOW GTp
30t March 1864 partiespated by ths Sta'e otficials nobles adurs v
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corf 833000 of the tvillages or dismissal from the Stale service A councd of
Ragancy was sppointed by the Brish Government to  govern the State duning
e Prnco s munenity The Council ded five I of the State
g was hesded by the Potitical Agent, Major Tay'or  Threo exccutive officers
we's 8150 nocunated to the Councrl, A teacher v e appatnted fof the education
eftroyoung Pance  In YEG2 the fist government dispensary  was opened i
U3s pur followed by openung of & school * Shambhy Ratna Pathshs a 1n 1863

Some differences arose toty eon the clieftains ard the Political Agent
Crages of msuse of power by the chichains and countef charges of inter-
feexeand domination by the Political Agentwese made resulting 1610 a
duagxck  The British Governmant was interested 10 uthsing the munonty of
e Pr nce %0 etfect scere adminstiative reforms an the State suiking 10 the
redsef the Empire but the same was powctiully opposed by the major
2ot of the netality which was apprchensine of 8nd suspcious sbout the
™Phea’ ons of the news measures on their heredilary Status and  privileges
57vete pumistments infiicted an the nob es and others respansible for vanous
835 events by the Poliicl Agent wera greatly resented Thakut of Badanor
MR Apt Singh o State official weie ctarged vith ecmmitting of
b2 barous enmes on the syb ects and were pumished  Seme attendants and
#2.310%% ¢f the young Prirce were oxpe ¢d frem the Capital oo charges of
¥y =39 spoit hem, and the young punce himself was chided for  having
€opany of bad cb aractets  The Prm~ phinister of the State was dismiseed
Allthese measures wete resented by vorous cections of the people as gross
1Hlerence by the Briush Government i 1 o aftaus of the State

Peliticat Agent's Goverament

The Brtish Goverrment took stem rreasures to sukdue e CFF°““°“'
The Government of Regency Councl) was dismissed end the eatie control ©
the Mewar Goverrment was taken over by Licut Cot Eden  the Pofitical Agent
of the Brtush Govarmment sn August 1863 under the froclamation 1ssed BY
elaties  This highhanded action of direct itetference foltowed by vanous
frasures leading 10 the tntroduction of modesn  INSUTUTOrs 1N the State sugh
8v¢1eation of vanous departments establishment of courts of justice headed Z
7o Mewan officials atiol 1ion of the lease system of collecting fevenues &7
effons for e settlement of the rovenue snd abolion of the system ot "Aﬂ (85:
© 1mposing oath in the name of the M by idwiduals) prod ag'::e
esentment and sur n the State leading to 3 general stnke 3t Udaipur 0% TE
20th March 1864 pattieipated hy ths State officiels nobles traders and ©
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classes. A big procession led by the ‘Nagar Seth’ Champalal marched to the
Residency and submitted a memorandum of demands opposing all changes and
reforms. The agitation continued for a week and then calmed down. The eve-
nt led the British Government to review the actions of its Agent, He was direc-
ted “not to attempt too much and associate the young Prince with all that he
does”. The accaptance of the proposal of the British Government to extend
B. B, C. |. railway line through the territory of Mewar on the conditicns laid
down by it, also caused great dissatisfaction. The project was, however, not
taken up immediately.

Shambhu Singh's investiture and administrative changes

The nvestiture of Maharana Shambhu Singh with full powers 10 govern
the State on the 26th November, 1865 was marked by further measures of refo-
rms.  The opposition by a section of the nobles and their clamour for the remo-
val of the British Agency form Mewar had no effect. The ‘Mahakma Khas'
(Executive-Council) was created 1n 1869. A Code of Law (1870) prepared on the
basis of the Cades of British India and Hindu Law as well as the local customs,
was promulgated in order to systematise the work of civil and criminal courts
and define their junsdiction properly. In 1871-72 efforts were made to settle
the fand-revenue In the State on a uniform basis but they failed owing to oppos-
ition of the villagers. The Khalsa land (Crown lands) of Mewar was divided into
seven divisions, which were placed under the charge of Hakims or police magi-
strates. In 1865 another school for girls was opened in the City. In 1873-74 two
more schools were started at Bhilwara and Chitor. Construction of roads conne-
cting chief towns of the State was undertaken. The police and military ware

rearganised on modern lines The revenues of the State rose to Rs. 26,561,382
per annum.

The Maharana was induced to take punitive measures to suppress the sati
and witch-hunting cases in the State. An Extradition Treaty was concluded in

18659 between Mewar and ths British Government providing for the tracing of
ofenders inside the Mewar State and their tnal.

In the year 1870, Maharana was induced to attend a viceregal durbar at
A}mer held by Lord Mayo, the Governor General on the 22nd October, despite
his plea that such a practice wauid damage his traditional status and prestige and
would be contrary to the Treaty terms. in 1871 Maharana Shambhu Singh was
honqured by the British Government in appreciation of his loyalty by conferring
on him the title of the Grand Commander of the Star of India (G.C.S.1.).
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b s ctpretien that as the Maharana had teen tradionally honouted as Mindua
21 {Sun of Hindus) 1t wou'd e d rogatary to ascept the title of  Star, was
cverruted

Minority of Ssijan Singh

Aaharana Shewbhy Singh died nt the 251 of 27 w thout Icaving a natu-
ri+e s Hisuneestrmined hite ard ir fut3ence tn wantamaess had ru ned his health
Ithe encwng succesyion dispste tho Brl <h Arent took an ective patin
Tt efthe o ror S1 1 Singh ¢ conetanng the advantages of the minonty for
2 Br ¢ sh Government ™ Saan Sirqh was eventually installed on the 8th Octe
tre 1872 chvertrg the clums of Sotan Singh armaor  The latters subse
G stdehiance Wy Suprtessod by uning force eanstlum  Lieut Col, Wnght,
*e Pc el Agont avested a ¢ ‘e of “at on thodeath of the late ruler by
LA rgpecaut 018 y measun s in t e and threalen ng the aberters with punish-
el A Ceurcil of Regency §resided over by the Pobitical Agent Col Herbert
t~d connisting ef fout chiefta ns and two o'hciz s was appointed by the Buush
Covs r=art o govern the S*a’c uatil the Maharana came of age  Expenence
cfire fecceding reign 1n this connect on was Laken in view and care was taken
19 2702 "1 10y 2! pereers 1o the Counsil Tho young prince was always associ
tad v *h '8 decisions and the Poltcal Agent o5 the president of the Council
a **dvath graater firmness  The mebers of the Countil however, took little
1'rest 1 s funchicning and the PO i-at Agent complamed of having become
himeef the Dutbet crthe tuling outhonty wn practce The Briush Govern
et oo ranly appontad Jani Bihar tat Vanil of Bharatpur State at Aby as the
teeter ef e yeurg Prnce

The you~g Haharana was induced 10 6o to Bombay in November 1(8(7:.
m e of hus objections 1o participate asa fuling chiet in the recentd .
tong accorded to the Prince of Wates, Edward Albert who was payng
Wl vist to India There n tho matter of precedence ( the Uda:v:)l
n'er tmgarded tumselt as the highest among all the Indian Rulers i 's:a :Jm
Young Sajan Singh ¢ got into 8 great sCi2pe for refusing to wal ak .
o Gaskwar of Baroda®, In Apnl 1876 the Politiral Agent undermzvm7
mifitary cempaign against the Gosaln (priest) of the Nathdwara temp:a oo
had been fesorting to defianco of the Mewar authonties for some bn T
23anst whose despotic and unjust actions, complatnts from the 51; )ind s
Blgnms were pouning in Tho priest was conscquently depose
Minor son v as jnstalied under certan restnckions,
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Sajjan Singh investaed with rostrictions,

Sajan Singh was invested with ruling powers ?n the ’30th Octobar,
1876. Prior to the investiture tha Political Agent considered it ncc::ssary 1o
expel Maharaj Sakat Singh of Bagore, th Maharana’s uncle from Udaipur and
threaten some of the Prince’s advisors with the same punishment as they were
found ~having pernicious influence on the Prnce”. full comrol‘ of 'thc
government was not given to Sapan Singh, however, He was told o quahf'y him-
self for 1t by proper discharge of his duties for some tme under tha g%udance
of the Political Agent. Tius resriction on tus ruling powers was removed in 1884
just six months before his death. The Maharana of Udaipur with usual relycta-
nce and protestations for his digmity attended the Deily Durbar of the Ist Januz{y
1877 accompanied by fus prominent chieftains and otficials. Sapan Singh's
personal salute was raised from 19 to 21 guns. Rao Bakhta Singh of Bedla was
honoured with the utle of 'Rao Bahadur' while State officials, Mehta Pannalal
and Kothart Chhaganlal recowved the utle of ‘Rar.

Measures of reform

In 1877 Sajan Singh inzugurated new measurcs ¢f reform in the admi-

nistration of the State urder the close auidarce of the Poliical Aaent,Leut Col.

Impey A privy council ‘Iilas Khas® wes corstituted having feurtecn chicftans
and State officials

as 1ts honorary members 1o counsel the ruler i fulfilment of
his duties Sajan Singh’s active interest in the improvement of the work of the
government soon recewved eppreciation of the Brntish Goverpnment, In 1880
the “ljlas Khas® was repleced by ‘Mahadrar Sabha', On 20th Aunust, 180 the

Maharana dectared tre « nactrent of  Eweid Intizam Mu'h. Mewar No. 1, 1880"

{Rules forthe administration of Mew ar State No 1. 1880) and their rromulgation.

New rules provided for diasion of the administrative work n two Councils
under the Durbar, viz, e Niahadray Sabha and the Mahal.ma Khas, the former
was to deal with the work of wdicial branches, as Sadar Fauzdari, Sadar
- Diwani and District Counts ete. This Councy! was subdiviced o twoe branches
i dviz. ljlas Khas (Speciat Council) and Ijlas Mamuls (Ordinary Council.) The

~" Mahakma Khas deat with the work of executive branches of the administration
D. etc.

as revenue foreign affars, police, military P W

The conservative opinion a
the attempted mnnovations, which
into open resistance 1n February,
under the leadershup of seth Cham
nges like opening of a kine-house

nd the suspicious atmosphere with regard to
deminated the puhlic ife, once again, burst
1878, when 3 stnike took place in fhe city
palal. The trading classes oprosed new cha-
in the coity, framing rules for construction
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of t by 'dings, o~ intervention of the Durbat in the manajement of Rikhabdeo
Templa etz. The a3utation had hittle mass £urport this ima and collapsed

Census was ottenp'ed in Mlewsr 2 1880 for tho fust tme This
ok cteatrd an stmosehere of apprctiens on gnd sulpicion among the back-
werdmasees of Masar, particularty n the Blul thies Tho services of Mr W H
S-vh, & frstorade Settement O'ficer vee acquired by the Maharana who
tred tre coyntry cuning 1878-78 and su' mated hes repont regard ng sevenus
Grtem i A Wingvs of Bembay Cant Servizes rep'aced buim 0 1879
rdsrred el maat oprratons Cult vaers t3ang arprehansions sbout the
ey ant of these eerat ons 4 rved at Ude purin July 1E20 1n a big number
rocdbe s fow adees 10 repaesent ther (1ot 1on fo the *taharana Thow
$3ndive 242 e d a9 1 eperat 0as connirued and wern completed by
1 Artsrettng thicaress dirg nG3'e 5 SCM Ce conduens under the Mewar
Coermrmtust 03t fis ceny cos v 10 be supenised by the Agentto the
€20 w3t Gannry' 1n Ra 9ut1ny and not t ¢ tvo towar Durbar TheP W D
Dezretmant was cretnere ¢ 9o placed urdor the of argo of Valiams an English
MY tee sen £a we‘e also obtamed threuph tte Bnush Govemment A
ot pamber of buitdings weta conseructe ! Construction work of several more
£335% 25 undsttoven gannezt ng Himbeheta dherwata Nathdwars and other
75wt Uy pue The tn3tion Depa *mat v 33 seperated and placed under
Trebycactan Engrear An £rqhsh Entincer, Thompson was appointed to
FPE223 £'39 for aradaas line by waen Udapur and Chutor An Education
0= 08 w32 amgnerted under the reedertehip ol the Paliucal Agentin
€210 impras crd eapand edysttion n e State The Udaipur school for
Méesw3stes 410 Hgh School and Hind) Scheols v cre erened ot a fow
TreE 375 iy Mo ar A gpecint erb pel v as er=ped for the sons of tha nobles
UL 2 Thydite rrury st Usaipur v as rarced to o bigger Sajan Hospital
12 s0putsn 1adios” hoseatal v 15 alio opanad Scveral dispensanes were open-
*4Cur"/ in the distrscts the nambser of which rose 10 18 by 1891

Several othor mracures of socral and cultural reforms vrere undertaken by
T4yeung Maharang A Department of Hye 1ory ond $a,an V 1as Library were esta
Llished A sym o 018 13kh was sanctionnd to prepare a comprehancive history
UMeasr, wbch was subsebuently prepared by the learned poet K"’S""“”a‘:
Shyamatdss under the utle of *Vir Vinod  An efficial weekly newspaper ?4°k
et Sudnatar watats _.'wunched He sppeinted several commitiees (aI onal
11 110 ganera) \oftho 7 hp people as Desh Hitkann Sabl’:a (:‘J;al:(ar
a3 Counvi y, sm/; wim Sabha (Court of Wards) and Shai Koy
22Tbanghin, Sabha' (Covm Z,r hully areas) A funatic assylum and al
3¢ wors opened v
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During 1861-84 the relations between the ruler and his chieftains took
a turn for better, though the feuds between the rival groups of nobles and also
between the ruler and the nobles continued in matters of adoption and succession,
border disputes and rights and prvileges of the nobles. These feuds sometimes
took a violent turn resulting into bloodshed. The British Government intervened
on and off 1n such cases. It however, followed generally the policy of not
fowering the position of the Maharana vis a vis the nobles. In 1878 the active
assistance of the Political Agent caused a Kalambandi (agreement) signed
between the Maharana and 14 of his nobles which specified civil and criminal
powers of the Ruler and the nobles. The powers of the Maharana as an appeliate
authonity for the jagir area was admitted.

Bhil disturbances

The reign of Maharana Saijan Singh was also marked by widespread Bhil
disturbances 1n the hilly area of Mewar. Several factors as ievying of Barar
tax in the villages, oppression of the Bhils by the State officials, money-lenders
and traders, price-rice of essential articles of daily use as salt, Census and Reve-
nue Settlemant cperations causing distrust and fear, and repressive measures
adopted to prohibit Sati etc. contributed to the trouble. Bhils resorted to
arson. loot and killing at various places in March 1881, A number of Mewar
troops were despatched to crush the insurgents. The British Government took more
than necessary interest in the affarr causing uneasiness for the Durbar. The
A.G. G amved at Udaipur to watch the developments. The Assistant Political
Agent, Blair entered 1nto direct necotiations with the Bhif [eaders threatening
them with the calling British troops f they did not relent. Consaquantly the
Bhils were pacified getting many of therr grievances redressed.

Salt and Railway Agreements
; Govem/::::t ?r?rf:minzt Was signed between the British Government and Mewar
S o Moot on et fth February, 1879 providing for closing of all salt works
ooty oy end port of salt from the British territory. The Biitish Government
bensate in cash the revenyes of the Mewar Government and the
Joss)es of the manufacturers. This action, however, led to the unemployment of
the labour and the ‘Ban,aras’, the roving distributors of salt, lostmeans of subsis-

tance, distribution of the salt fell
: tnto disorder and pri i
resulted into great distress and dissatisfa o o Pturmy vira

during the Gover%ment of the Political
land and accept other conditions perta-
t. Sajjan Singh tried to rajse objections to
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2ORAS Shemaan Panen Goveerment plazed temporary restrictions on
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Conception apart, the Maharana was being Influanced by the refornist and
revivalist ideas of the period.  His concoption of revivalism suffered from
conservatism, yet the memory of alorious taditior = of Los ancastars urged
him for restoration of the authority and dianity nf Lic nificr. In ordar to attain
his object the Maharana decided 1o arrest the nterderence of the Bntish
Agent and remove the pro-British elements fram the ofices iy wiern oreup-
ying inthe government. His abject wac nat ¢osily attained. As Fateh Sinnh
started acting independently paying no berd 10 the ardvices' of the Rexidant,
Pradhan and others and began concenttating tha entitn admuniiratisn weod
inhis own hands, ¢ confrantation aroes boteernen e Bor ot the Politeal
Aqgent

Confrontation botween the Maharana and the pro-British party

Maharena Fotcls Sinqhisn b st 0 0 By g bontesyete oo ol denision,
shelved the pro cet of CLeMmnG o oy it b ooe, e p

¢ Uittainws and Chitor on

the pretext of thn shorty o of fundn, e oredunen, Gagnilannh b ajeendy
employed an engliuh cnaineer, Thompsen, subrrouently ors of the folive intn-
guers of the British party in Udainur, 1o start the woart of thin raiterry Fane Much
pressure was brouuht to bear on him By the Biateel Govcern aeat Vgt e wein,
With regard to the PIoRosal of tasina 3 drtatiment o brosral Defonce Coms
in Mewar, apart fron the Mawar tronn., on e expendityre of the Kiewar Gover-
nment the Maharana recorted 1o Cvasive 1asnes ced notthe propacsl drapped
to the great displeasure of the Brtish Gaveimarg o 1892 § atehy Sierly i sued
orders for the attachment of the: virlaon of Patea's |, il e crhopr at Udhie o e
longing 10 Seth Jawaharmal chhoaan . 1y g chit ool tha nosapnropnation of
State money, The Srths Bwned a fract, 1 iy 1 e ey by at Udaar havin s
branc-hes at various PIACLS 1M <o sy 5 1ray o j;;;_ Voo e ottt asuter
f the British Res deney ¢ (e fortiar s . e e
loransmm:zd thro.:m ”?;l;l:’c:‘f;: ‘~, cr)f.i,( s n":v' Fihodrdnets uf Al arwers
Udarpur an Chitor 1o me\Me‘;",; Gl'.,.\.- "i:("n'ﬁu;:‘thnlnn-v a 'u"‘.‘nf‘l’ r‘:z‘ri betveann
3bout hatt 5t e — .l[ .]._;m ,.;;,. ST‘ ni (m_: ’.(h‘:i Durbor hee arfvancod
strongly presssd the Mai;aram o w v njlle;'msgmcd M oraers une
¢ 3 wndrawy thom ine Maharana did not relent

&nd an atmasphere of bitterness and CONMuU™INn  prevarag

]

The harsh  attitude adopted by thn Resident Col. Miles in the affair
was disliked by the AG.G, Col Trevor, The Iattar, however, asked the Ma-
harana to revoke his orders against the Seth and a!so to dissociate himself
frqm Some of his ‘evil advisors’, one of whom Gaj Singh was subsequently got
exiled from Udaipur by Col, Miles, Fateh Singh csminued ta accenrt hic
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established during his predecessors’ reign nor displayed any enthusiasm to
undertake further projects of reforms suggested by the Bntish Government.
He was allergic to the British suggestions and proposals, though he had his own
ideas about the progress of the State. In 1895 the Maharana employed Shyamy
Krishna Verma aclandestine revolutionary in State service His appointment
was resented by the British Government and he was compelled to feave. In
1898 the British Govetnment lent services of Harbhamyji. the prince of Morvi
State for the Mewar Government, but he soon returned as he was not entrusted
with any major responstbility in the government.

Fateh Singh’s resistance to the British pressure

During the famine of 1899-1900 and the ensuing outbreak of the epide-
mi¢ hundreds of people in Mewar died of starvation and diseases. Want of
sufficient roads, inefficiency, callousness and corruption of the administrative
machinary and indifference of the Mewar Government and the chieftains were
tesponsible for the tragic state of affairs Harrowing reports about the mortality
in Mewar during 1899-1900 caused the Briish Government to inervene in the
affairs of the State The Resident, Major Pinhey reported 1n March, 1901 that the
administration in the State had greatly deteriorated, all the previous reforms have
fallen into abeyance and people were not getting justice in ttme. The Maharana
wauld never agree to appoint a competent Dewan, he added In 1905 the A G.G.
fumself, paid a visit to the Maharana at his Jaisamand Camp and persuaded him
to agree to carry out the reforms proposed by him which included the appoint-
ment. of new ministers holding some powers, appointment of a competent
official as the head of the Irmgation Department, INuauration of irmgation projacts.
effective functioning of Mahadraj Sabha, arrangements for the education of his
son, Bhupal Singh ete The AGG returned satisfied carrying Maharana's
fr;)mxses tHe, however, subsequently found that no substential measures were
aken by the Maharana in compliance of his promises He replaced pre-
Vious ministers Kotharr Balwant Singh and Sahiwala Arun Singh by Mehta
Bhupal Swngh and Mahasant Hiralal but without any powers. An English-
man Wakefield was appointed to head the Irrigation  Department but with no
major projects to work Persuasion and pres
results for the Brirish Government and

“incorngible " ‘
gible man” angd ‘past master 1n evaston and procrastination-’.

do as dsfrr}rfar;y the British Government found 1t difficult to  persuade him to
British gslreci PV 1t with regard 10 the matters concerning the interests of the
overnment.  Maharana Fateh Singh continued to evade the gquestion
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British officials but found themselves unable to do anything against hfm.
Consequently Maharana Fateh Singh was given *“an unusual honour” by being
appointed as the “Ruling Chief in waiting” He was the first indian Ruler to be
presented and introduced to the King and the Queen at the reception. The
Maharana, however, again abstained from joining thc procession and attending
the Durbar finding his place lower than some other Rulers. making it known that
he had suddenty fallen iff, though at Defhu he paid courtsey wisit to the Emp-
eror which was returned by the Governor General. He was awarded the utle
of G C.L.E.

Dispute over Shahpura Ruler’s obligations

Disputes between the Maharana and his chieftains concerning traditional
privileges and nights of the nobles and the authority of the ruler continued
unresolved despite the Kalamband of 1878. Fateh Singh’s belief in his absol-
ute powers in the State and his policy of increasing Khalsa lands at the expense
of the fands of the jagirdars increased tension between them. Comnlaints were
made to the Bntish Gavernment by the chieftains. The Maharana himself visited
Simla to explain his posttion to the Governor General, In 1914 the Governor
General Lord Hardinge appointed a committee with the Maharaja of Indore, the
Maharao of Kota and a Brtish Officer Lieut. Col. Showers as its members to
settle the dispute, The sudden demise of Mr. Showers caused suspension of
the proceedings of the enquuy, Thereafter things remained as they were. as
the commitiee was not revived. 1n a dispute between the Maharana and the
Rajadhura) of Shahpura, the Brniish Government also got involved, as the
Rajadhira) was on the one hand a feudatory of the Bntish Government and a
tagirdar of the Mewar Durbar on the other hand. According to the traditional
usage the Maharana had the night to get tribute as well as personal service
of the Rejedhiraj i fieu of hus holding a jagir  from the Mewar State. As the
Rajadhiray did not serve the Maharara personally, the latter 1n 1895 attached
the wilage of Phulia of the Shahpura State. Such an action by the Maha-
rana aganst a feudatory of the British Government incensed the latter, The

aharana, however, asserted his claims and justified his action on the basis
the age-old custom. In fact a constitutional tangle had ansen. The British
vernment asked the Maharana to refease the village first before negotiations
“were started for settlement of the dispute The Maharana did not comply with
the demand on the plea that (t would create a bad precedent. The A.G,G,
tried to persuade him in view of the prestige of the Supreme Government 1nvo-
lved in the case but found him “obstinate”. The Resident observed that “the
Maharana required to be *pulled with a round turn™. The warning of the British
Government, however, worked and the village was restored. The negotiations
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agree in 1918 to a prcposal to raise a battalion of troops for the British Governs
ment the depot of which was to be stationed in the territory of the State. In
appreciation of his services and co-operation during War, the Maharana was
awarded the title of G.C.V.0., the Maharaj Kumar Bhupal Singh was honoured
with the title of K.C.LE., the insignia of which was invested by the Governor
General himself having a private interview with him.

Fateh Singh’s abdication of ruling powers

The cold war between the Maharana and the British Government reached
its climax in 1921. The latter had been indignant and annoyed at Fateh Singh’s
concentration of powers in his own hands in total disregard of the British
Government's wishes and his refusal to appoint a competent Dewan with ample
powers.  This attitude brought a change in the relaticnship of the Residents
anq the Maharana and the latter lost all that power and influence in the State
which their predecessors enjoyed in the foregoing reigns. Their suggestions
- were taken as dictates and they were often refused interviews. Fateh Singh
had however amicable relations with some of the Residents who paid due
regard to his dignity as we find Resident Claude Hill's description in his book
‘India:Step-Mother’ The most exasperating factor for the British Government
was Fateh Singh's shrewd tactics of evading and procrastinating the actions
desired by the British Government.  His absence at both the durbars of 1903 -
and 1911 was greatly resented and the Po itical Department of the British
Gove'r'nmer_n even thought of “giving him a proper chastisement and punish- -—
me-nt which they couldn't do on account of their fear of ‘aienating the
Hajputs and Hindus, who regarded him in the highest esteem”. The British
Officers Were convinced that things in Mewar would not change till ke was
alive, _ andmg themselves helpless to do anything they resorted to mischief
by playing |n'm9ue In the Maharana’s Household. They were able to win over
;Z%utcj\jwlﬂ Prince gllu.palﬂ.'SInghwfo‘r their stratagem and eventually brought

aharana Fateh Singh’s self abdication of his ruling powers in 1921.

Foteh ;‘:;m ﬁ:t?’zs hastened the British Government to take action against
anti-Brit'th. ’ - SUSDe.cted of _eSpousing clandestinely the cause of the
.l~ e'ements linked with terrorist group of Rasbehari Bose and others.

The Bhil movement led by Motilal Tejawat and the Bijollia cultivator's move-
ment led by Vijay Singh Pathik during 1919-1921, both having their origin in
Mewa'r, were Stlrrlng.anti-feudal and anti-British sentiments of the people not
?J‘];\é‘ in ::Ae\c;var but inall the adjoining parts of Rajasthan, Gujarat and
meas:}::s r: :'Sh.t The. Maharana evaded British pressure for taking strong
gainst the insurgents and the movement got broader and stronger.
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struggle for democratic government in mewar

Qnzcftasr k rzracierictics of the history of hewer hat
besn fis [2vz f5r {52y, Evzn in the hevday of the British-rule, tha
trediton dic n tely in Mewsar. The peoole of Mev.a

were conscisus znd had the m” and determination tc

oppose the tyrznny cf the foreign masters. But they had implicit
faith in znd loyélty to their ruler whom they considered as the God-

o ih
incarnate. Undsr such circumstznces any ides to cppose the tyranny
of the prince and his feudzl i

créer wv2s foreipn to them.
This state of affzirs cid not. however. persist for long and with
the advent of the 20ih century. there came a change in the atiitude
of the people towards thei- ruler and the aristocratic class. The
activities of Shri Vijaya Singh Pathic and his co-workers in the
villages of Mewar and of {/otilz] Tejawat in the hilly part of the state
helped raise discontentment znd unrest

st among the villagers agsinst
the oppressive State zuthoritiss end the feudal elements. The Kisen
movement was

launched at Bijollian, Begun, Parsoli and ciher
parts of Mewar to oppose the tyranny of the feudal lords. The Kisan
movement, the trial of Shri Vijaya Singh Pathic, improved means
of transport and communication, the infiltration of political ideas
from the British India in the State and spread of educational and
social reform activities under the mﬂuence of Gandhian ideology etc..
helped develop poimcal consctou=n=s¢ in the State.

. In the wake of growing political concciousness tfiere came into
being the Mewar Praja Mandal in Apnl, 1938. The object of the
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Lvdal was, 10 obtain seeponsible govarnmant undnr the aegis of the Maha-
gz ol Mewsr', The Goverrment of Udapur Stata tned to strangle the Mandal
g cradia and declated it iilegsl. Tho leaders of 1the Pra o Mandal mude paaca-~
1uf eorts to persusts the Ststs suthorias to withdran the order but the
Government refused 10 heat.  Left with no alternativo the Mnadal launched
ol dasbediance mavenant an Qctober 4 1938, The movement spread aff
Tver Mawar 8ad wet tuspended on the 3rd of March 1839, at the sugpestion
ot Mahatmy Gandhl.  Tne movement holped in  1ousing the polucat con
sputhess In the peaple of the State  in June 1839, Si T Vijsya Raghava-
charys was spzointed as the Dowysn of the State  He was an enfightensd Bnd
bhatal minded person and had o great deal of sdministiative expenonce  He
tack toveral stepy to moderetze the sdmunntraton  in Hovember 1339 pro-
v iion was mads fof the estathistment of Ceriral snd Disinct Advisory HBoards
fn Mewst  Tre corstituticn of the Bosrds was, hawever, undemaciatic con-
tsang them very firmted powers.  Boards were not given any powers in the
fold of fingicn and legn'anon  Resolutions of the Boards wero daemed ps
rescemendations a~d the Governeent was nat beund (o honour them, A
care’ul study of the oftimis) secores of the Central and Distiict Advisory Boards
sovests that the sesslons ol the Adwsory Bosrcs wero mosity dull and cauld
Fard'y roue the enthustasm and intetest of 1t ¢ rembors,

The peacemeal relorns of 1830 cov'd naraly attract tha attention of the
pecpls  This Jod Maharona Bhupal Singh ©© announca in Februsry. 191?. s
_imenuon 1o insutute a Legislatna Assembly the State  Ho sppomted 8
c;m;mce ta prepars o scheme of refcrms,  The commitiee submm:tf iy ;enw;
on July 15, 1841, A Disft Mevaat Logistative Act, 1941 was frame :na
published on 28 9 1941 1o sound ito public oprman Tha dratt .L\clagpre’v;(:d
for & Leguslative Assembly cansisting 0 2 Presidont and 66 members ’ @ emse
&nd 26 nominated  The eloctinn was 1o be held on the basis 0t jaint franc e
Tha Presigent of the Assembly was 1o 60 sppointed by the Mah:;aer;:sems
Deputy Prosident was 1o be elected by the rembers from amaongst

taws fof the
Sistal nove hmted powers 10 make
- Lot A o v owars to discuss the hudget and

whole of Mewar. It was 8lso 1o havo P sch
meko suggeanons fo tho Governmeat The Mewar Pros ht;:i;;;::;" e:vxh ey,
tha ban hag bren 1died In Apnt 1941, i net w?fc:::n! of & fes N
@id not meet y1s known obetives of tha © a8 "01 the Prasa Mz “}
_ Gbvetnment in the Stete  Tro workng commme:dum PRGN

sidered the éraft scheme snd submitted ""‘f’“;’;”vnmbev. 1948,

Mewsr demanding chenges in the drsft n ;guucn urging

snnvel conference Prega Mandat adopted 2 1639
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Hinvdal wat, ta obtamn retponsib’s govarnment under the aegis of the Maha
nsof Mewar'. The Goverrment of Udsipur Stste tned to strangle the Mandal
g cradle and declared ot tlegal, The fesders of the Pra 5 Mandal made peace-
12 e'onts o persuade tha Sta‘e euthorinas to withdraw the osder but the
Govenment refused to heate  Leflt wath no alternative the Mnadal [sunched
el ¢ 3obedience mavemant on October 4 1838 The mavement spread all
“ever Mawar and was suspended on the 3rd of March 1939, &t the suggestion
¢t Mshatms Gandhi. Tho movement helped i rousing the pakucal con
sooutness in the peopls of the Stats  in Juna 1939, Sn T Vijsya Raghava-
charys was apaonted a3 the Desan of the State  He was an enlightened and
Eversi minded person snd had a groat deal of adminisirative oxpenence  He
ek gaveral gteps 10 modsrrize the in 1838 pro-
vincn wat mads tot the eststlishmont of Certrat #nd District Adwisory Boards
in Meaar  The constitution of the Doards was, however, undemacratic con
fenng them very lmited powers. Bostds were aot given any powetsin the
fie'd of finance animxg‘mm. fetolutigns of the Bodxrds wero deemed 83
tecommenda 1ons and the Government was not bound 1o honous them. A
catelul study of the officsal receres of tho Cenuat and Distisct Advisory Boards
teveals that the sessions of the Adwisory Boarts were mostly dull end could
Fardly zrouce the enthu.iosm snd intercst of it o wembers,

The peacemeal relorns of 1939 cou'd wrdly slract 1ho attention of the
fecpls  This led Maharana Bhypal Singh to snnounco in Februsty 1440, tus
_itvention 1o insitute & Leghlatng fssewbly 1n tho Stata He appownted a
emmates 1o prepato a scheme of reforms The commities subm tted tfs repatt
on July 165 1843, A Draft Mewar Leguisuve Act, 1941 was framed and
sublished on 28 8 3841 Lo tound 1t @ public opnion Tha draft Act provided
lor 8 togutative Assembly consisting of & Presidont and 65 members 39 etected
nd 26 nominated  Tha elec’ion was 10 bs hefd on 1he basis o mint franchise
The President of the Assembly was 10 bo sppomted by the Mahatana  The
Deputy Prondent was 1o ba elected by the rembers lrom amongst themselves
The Lesaisive Assembly was 1) have limited powers 10 make laws for the
whole of Mewar 3t was 8iso ta have powers 10 disouss the budget and
make suggestons lo the Govetnment Tho hewar Prags Mandal, from wh;,ch
the ban had been ited 1n Apni 1943, did not welcome  the reforms as:;z
8 not meet g33 known objectives of the @ tab! shment of # ras;;o;\scion
Tovernmant 1 the Stato  Tro working commiltee of the Pra a Man aemo{
Sdered the draft scheme and submitted a memorandum 1o th;‘(;ova:\t:\ls P
Mewar demanding changes in the drsft  In Novamber, 11 (;.a‘Mahmna
anausl confersnce Praje Mandal edopted 8 tasolution urging
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[\ to establish an elected Legislative Assembly. While the Government ¢

Mewar was considering the draft constitution in the light of the public crit
cism and suggestions made thereon, the ‘Quit India-Movement’ broke out i
1942.  The Mewar Praja Mandal joined the Quit India Movement'. In th
sublic meeting held on August 21, 1942 in Udaipur the leaders of Praj
Mandal urged the ruler to severe his relations with the British Governmen
‘he Praja Mandal was declared an unlawful association and i's prominen
eaders were arrested The citizens and students protested against this repre
sive act of the Government. Gradually the movement spread to all parts o
he State. The movement had two-fold results. Firstly, the Governmen
helved the Draft Legislative Assembly Act of 1941. Secondly, the movemen
realed a great deal of political agitation in the people of the State and con-
equently the demand for constitutional reforms in the State gained greate
nomentum. However, the Government remained averse to the public demanc
ind did nothing towards the constitutional reforms in the three years tha
ollowed. In 1945, the ban from Praja Mandal was again hited. Same yea
he Ninth Session of the All India States Peoples Conference was held a
Jdaipur under the auspices of the Mewar Praja Mandal and was presided ove!
)y Shri Jawaharlal Nehru,  The session produced great confidence and enthu-
18sm in the people for political reforms and helped fiare up political stir and agi
lation in several parts of the State. The State authorities were wide awake to the
fDU_rcussmns of all these political activiies A Reforms Committee under the
:halm?anshup of Shri Gopal Singh was appointed in May. 1946. The
~-Ommiltee consisted of eleven oificial and non-ofticial members, including
lve fepresentatives of the Mewar Praja Mandal. The Committee in its report,
iubmltted on 29th September 1946, recommended the establishment of a
~onstituent Assembly to frame the Constitution of Mewar, The Commiitee
"Sf_) urged the Maharana to establish a responsible governmant in the State

; delegate his powers to the representatives of the people of Mewar The
vernment considered the scheme but rejected 1t without assigring any reason.
'he changing political situation in the country and the persistent demands of
he Peopleiled the Maharana to appoint Shri M. L, Sukhadia and Shri
1L Kothan., as two nominees of the Praja Mandal and Shri Raghubir Singh,
'S one nominee of Kshatriya Parishad to the Executive-Council of Mewar in
)ctobfar, 1946. On the 16tn February. 1947 Maharana Bhupal Singh announ-
>ed his imtention to establish a Legislative Assembly and to associate the pedple
W_fh the .admlnlstration of the State as early as possible. To fulfil the afore-
aid pramise, the Mahajrana proclaimed soms reforms on March 3, 1947.
\ccordfgfr}g'ly. a Legislotive Assembly, composed of forty-six elected and a few
en-official members, was to be established. The members wvere to be elected
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both long term and short term reforms. He announced his intention to establish

/i a responsible government as_soon as the elections to the Assembly were over.
« Soon the talks for the interim govemment started between the State Dewan and
the Praja Mandal representatives. After a few days of negotiations an agree-
ment was reached between the Mewar Praja Mandal and the State authorities
for the formation of an Interim Cabinet in the State. Soon, the Maharana, by
issuing an extra-ordinary gazette announced his decision {o reorganise his
Council of Ministers on April 12, 1948.

The first round of elections started in Udaipur on Aprit 4 1943. When the
polling was halfway in the city of Udaipur, the Praja Mandal decided to boycott
the elections on account of alleged irregularities in the polling On April 5,
1948, a hartal was observed in the city The police opened fire on a huge
procession of the pecple near Kotwali in which two studemts named Shri
Shantilal and Anandilal lost their lives and a few others were wounded. In
order to protest against the unprovoked and uncalled for finng, the _F_’[aj’a"M_ggdal
nominees Shri Sukhadia and Skri Kothari, resigned from_the Executive. Council

. of the State. The elections were postponed. the Munshi Constitution was

. withdrawn and the establishment of Interim Cabinet shelved. It was thus that
the efforts for the inception of responsible goverrment_ in _Mewar State came to,
an end. This was the last event relating to the political movement confmed to
the Mewar State, as soon after the rapid political changes occunng on ﬁe  Indian
horizon "witnessed the merger of Mewar alongwith other Princely “Stafes into
the combined State of Rajasthan of which Maharana Bhupal Singh was
appointed the Maharaj Premikh. The state of Rajasthan was formaly inaugu-

rated on the 7th April. 1949 by late Sardar Patel, the former Home Minister of
India,

R.S Darda

p—"

1 Prior to the merger. Mewar had joined nine other Princely States of

Rajasthan to formthe State of Rajasthan Union, which was inaugurated on ke
18th April 1948 by late Jawaharlal Nehru



MEWAR THROUGH TIIT AGLS
Samants in tho court of tho Maharana

Samants were <ont fuklas as an ntimation ta be pretent in the court  The
syman®  would not present himself withcut getting the ruska  On heanng the
srmval of the samants before the pilace the Maharana would acknowledge
their greatings with due honour  Somo of the first and socond ran\ samants
enjoyed special honours and puvileges while marching through tho capital or
m the State processions, Such honours wete given by tho ruter for their or
their ancestors’ <ervices in the war  The same was keptin view in giving
precedence in the court

fn tho court the *Solash Samants had thewr seats on the left side quite
rear the torone  Formetly, the scat of the her apparent was kept tastin the
tow of the seats of thees caman's but Maharans Fatch Singh ebrogated this
old tradition and had the £cat of the beyr spparent arranged beforo the seats of
tho *Solah’, Tius former radinen cemo into vogue because the eldest son of
e Mabarana atended the Mughal court and that was regatded deragatory.
Below the scats of tho *Solah Umreos thete were seats for Maharanas
Lrothers ard sons  thereafter the seats cf it end NI grade samants

ln the court the samants accursied the seats according to rank and status
Tre stmants cnjoyed certain privileges at the court according to thesr rank
The first grade samants wero av atded *Juher, Tapm  *Bauh Pasewa Gold
omaments on foot, 'Nakkaro, Hishan and ‘Siver cone The second grade
sanants were swarded *Jahar, Taym, Chhadi, and Gold ornaments on
foot and tho thurd grado <omants were given seats m tong rows and presented
tidas  After tho court clased a royal-reaal was givem at which the Maharana
and samants would sit together and eat

The court of tio Samants

Every samant again had a number of sardars or thakurs under im  These
sardars and other offictals of tho jJagit were tho courtlers of the samant
Tho pandits, the poots and other repu‘~d porsons ol the public attended the
court of tho samants The thakufs were the main pilars of therr courts
They joined the samant during the hunt, attended his court and followed
him with amms and men to fight.  Thay and their men formed the bulk part of

herr roops which they maintainad for the State

Talwar Bandhai

After the deah of  samant, the State officials would reach his jagir and
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take the management into their hands. Thereafter, the son of the dece
samant would attend the court of the Maharana to regain his paternal j
The applicant would present one year's income of the jagir, in the forr
*Kaid" amount. The Maharana would then award him the patta of his patei

jagir, buckle a sword round his waist and present ‘siripao’ and horse 1
ceremony was called ‘Talwar Bandhahi’. Any samant, on being heirless,
the right to adopt but while doing that he had to keep the lineage and blo
in mind.

’

—Shiv charan Menari
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some aspects of feudal system In mewar

v

The feudal system in Mewar which camo down to recent tmas
was instituted by Maharana Amar Singh 1 (0700 1710-A. D)  Asis
known the Rajouts emerged in history with 8 typical feudal ofder of
theirown, In respect of termtora) acquisitoss, oxternal defance end
infornal peace, the crown dapendad mamly on the support of the
foudal barons or the ssnants.  The ssmants or the jagirdars enjayed
& number of privileges and fahts and wieldad a qroat infiuance over
the ruler.  However the foydal institutions of Rajputs lacked cohe-
tence and precision in thawr syston  Ouring the Mughal penod, undar
the impact of the Mughal System, tho Rajput rulers introduced
telorms in their system  In Mawar, Amar Singh } (1697-1620A D)
changed tho agae-old system of conferning jagtts for perpotinty end
ruled that the fagirs of tho somants shculd be Wransferred every third
year. This system did not work, howover, and was ebrogated by
Maharana Amar Singh 1), Jagirs were again given away for ever
with hereditary tenuro unless and unti the famuly line caased, the
holders of the grant acted subversively or the jaqurdar faled to futhl
his ebligatrons and dutes to the ruter

Vatigus classes of jagirdars had emerged on actount of thete
status, relationship with the ru'er, s'rangih of the hotding orthe
nature of tho services rendered by the family of the holder They
needed classification on a systemanc bass. Amar Singh §f 1egu-
lansed the classification which, with some changas, continued for about
©he and a half century. As the picture emarges thereafter it1s found
that In Mawar there were twa ‘Kings (Rajas), sixteen Umeeos
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(jagirdars) of the first rank, thirty two Sardars (jagirdars) of the second rank an
three hundred ‘Gol” Sardars of the third rank. The Rajas of Banera and Shah
pura, initially the Mughal grantees, also later on sought pretection of the Mewa
ruler and paid allegiance to him. These two Rajas, by virtue of their characteristi
position, came to enjoy special honour and privileges in the feudal set-up of th
Mewar State.

Maharana Amar Singh [l was responsible for laying down rules for th
jagirs, placing the administration of crown lands on systematic footing an
deciding precise rules for holding durbar and the assembly of the nobfes, for th
ceremonies of reception and farewell to the nobles and for service and tribut
to be given by-the*nobles to the*ruler;

Sixteen Umraos (Solah)

First grade samants in the State held an important place in the history ¢
Mewar. The Sixteen Umraos contained three Jhalas, three Puriia Chauhan:
four Chundawats. two Shaktawats, two Rathors, one- Sarangdevot and on
Panwar.

Later on the number of these samants was* increased from-sixteen 1o twent
one by the successive Maharanas. Although the number of these: Samants wa
increased, the number of the seats in-the court of the Maharana remained th
same, i. €., sixteen. The new samants of-the first rank could take the seat in th
durbar only when-some old samants were found absent.

The advisory council of the-State comprised of these nobles, Commander
of the army, ministers of the oeurt and ambassadors to the other courts wer
selected from them, The samants of the first.rank were given jagi
with incomes ranging from 50 thousand to one lekh, These samants enjoye
independent status in the administrative set-up of their jagirs.. They wer
required to maintain soldiers according to their income.

Thirty two Samants—{Battisa)

The-number of It grade samants was fixed at 32 by Maharana Amar Singh |
and' so they were Known by the name of “Battisa”. The number of thes
samants- also changed from time to time though they continued to be calle
~Battisa“. The samants of thig grade were given jagirs’ with 'te incom
ranging from'5 thousand to 50 thousand. THese samants had'to live at Udaipt

reguiarly. Border-security fojdars: were' appointed from‘an}ongst thiem havin
small bands of sepoys-to-work under {them,.
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Simants of the Third Ge de

The samnts of tho third grade were cal'ed *Go!  Thay wore hundreds in
rurher with an Incoms of Joss than fivo thousand  Thees samants had to
e cnuconstant duty n the sence of the Maharans, Tha Maharanas
srength gteslly dependod upon thesn nobles  Thoy were particulady uselu!
wire~gver upper lasy nobles datied the ruler s authonty

Thakurs

Trete were tap kinds of Ratput thakurs in tho Stato of Mawar (1) Vilfage
Thiwg and (2) Bhores Thakur

Village Thakur used ta ba tho heat of s partcu'st willsge, Hewasan
o'lital who, having ohtsined tha patta feam the Rans, becama the awner of the
Id  Hu senvices were tecognised inscte and outside the Stato But the
favz issued to Mm was temporary,  Altor 8 fixed penod he had (o get tus patia
enaved.

The pattas issued to Bhomis Serdars ured to bo o permanent tenure gena-
1%y, Theo pattas could be cancelled onlty an special reasons 2nd they tid ot
hase 1o got therr pattas renewed  Bhomis Syrdarwho enjoyed the tand nfelong.
< not give any kind ol narrana to tho rtgvsrana  He howevel gl
romunal amcunt towards tha reat of tha 127d Bhomta Sardars mainty inhabited
the plam of Kumbhalgarh and Mandaigarh Their main occupation was asf-
culture but thoy were always conudwed a3 faihful warsiors At imes. thet
puma daty was to enlist in the amy of the Adaharaaa aad hght for him.

Kala Patta

s ©F JO7NS
Thesa kurs who werg anarded villages paragana
e e cas wra & 1 the Kats Patta  Most of

1 leu of mudary serv ces wera calfed the secvants ol

he
s samants of the State were jagir holdery of Kala Patta Aze‘:r;::\:ver:
remained loyal ta the State and offerad witary and polico SV (hesa pattas
the fega) hegds of jagns  On disobaying the orders of tha Siste
weie used to be cancelled

Rights and dutles of tho Somants

hesr

The Samants wero ganeratly tho absofuto masiers ol land(l::::';md

contiol  Although they themselves were undds the Maharans f:laudsl fords
as suzersing In thelr fagus  Rights, prvileges and obligations
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greatly differed, however. The First Grade Samants (Sixteen) in NMewar enjoyed
exceptional powers

During crisis the king called the assembly of the nobles. Before attending
the court the samants would confer and come to a decision unanimously
reached. Thereafter they would proceed to the king’s court. In the court the
king conferred with the samants and generally honoured the advice offered by
them. On occasions if the Rana did not invite any samant he would feel
himself insuited.

The samants of the State had to live three months every year with their
retinue at the State capital of Udaipur to render personal service to the Maha-
rana.  On festivals like Muhalla and Vijaya Dashmi and on certain other impo-
rtant festivals like Ganagor and Holi the samants had to attend the court. There
was neither an equal distribution of land in their jagirs nor had they equal
military power. The samants kept the armies according to their annual income.
Generally, three or at least two horse soldiers were kept on an income of one
thousand rupees, Sometimes the samants were allowed to keep three horse
soldiers and three foot soldiers on an income of one thousand rupees per
fznnum. The samants had almost the same pattern of administration in their
jagirs as was in the State.

Military Organisation

T.he Maharana maintained State troops in addition to those maintained and
supplied by the ssmants, The number of troops varied from time to time.
The State army was composed of (i) Regutar and (ii) Irregular Troops.

Regular troops comprised of horse-soldiers and foot-soldiers. They were
D‘osted at Chitor, Mandal, Jahajpur. Kumbhalgarh and Sarada for defen-
ding the State. Irregular troops served as police force during peace but in war
they too vs{ere included in the army. However, the main strength of the State
army remained the troops of the samants. During war it was the troops of the
samants that formed the bulk of the fighting force.

The r.nain sourf:e of revenue of the State was Khalsa-land. The samants
_?ad o give the sixth part of their income (Chhatoond) as tribute to the ruler
hey also offered Nazrana to the Maharana on various festivals and ceremonies.

The heir:s of the samants had to offer ‘Kaid” if they wanted to occupy their
paternal jagirs.
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udalpur : panorama of a city of lakes

Udaslpur, the celobratnd Iaks city of Rajasthan, it ono of the most
pictutesque cities In India,  Tho enchanting beauty of its landscape,
tho mygasficence of lts palaces and the nch cultural hentage of its
inhshitants, afl 9o to mako Udaipur 3 city of unsurpassing toveliness.

History

Tha ity derves its name trem Kisharana Udai Sigh (1637-1672).
H13 sncestors had thew ewpital at the colobrated fort of Chutor  He
reshised the nead for shifting tha seat of his  government trom Chitor
whith vas no longer switable for capiral Tho changed mathods of
warlare hiad made if useless to seek shelter in mountain fortress.  He,
theretore, founded the ety of Udsipur in 1559 A.D on the slope of
neges adjoining tt o Pichhola lake, Oueto polincat chaos durmg‘ his
reign, Udal Singh cou'd not pay adeg tion to the
of buldings of hus new capital,  Under Pratsp (1672-1597) the scct
ched eanth policy employed both by Rsjouts and Muaha'(s brought
sbout the run of tradibions of Hindu architecturo of Kumbha's petiad.
ftie, foro not surpnising that the buildings of the aow capital of

Mo aar waro executed In a very simplo provincial tasto

The City
ch
Udaipur stands on the slope of & low ndgo, the summttdo:ve\::’:he
18 ctownad by the Maharana’'s palaces and to the nonth :{;na(ed el
houses extend 1o the bank of the Pichhota lake Solid crel :

ded the
! c8
with bastions, parapats and imp Q on
with fean
city on three sides.  The old cuy has soveral natrow lanes

ere of
ing houses on both sides, The outsides of most of the houses
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stucco and painted white which gives an appearance of unique beauty
to the whole cily against the background of lakes and gardens. Altho-
ugh the visitor no longer sees in Udaipur of today men who rode on
horses, on enormous elephants and courtiers going to the Maharana’s palace in
impressive costumes, vet the strests of Udaipur are full of fascination and colour.
The city is now extending on a settled plan. The new roads are straight and
broad forging large squares at several places in which the whole life of the
developing city seems tu centre.

Of the places of interest in the city may be mentioned the Maharana’s
palace, Sajjan Niwas Gardens, Sahelion-ki-Bari with well laid out fountains.
Nehru Park, Pratap Memorial and the cenotaphs of the Chiefs of Mewar near the
ancient site of Ahar. The excavations at Ahar have revealed the existence of a
flourishing civilisation in this area in the second millenium B. C. The finished and
shapely pottery and the remains of houses dlscovered among the ruins indicate
that as early as 2000 B. C. the people of this area wers well versed in the art of
pottery, copper smelting and town planning

Palace

The Maharana’s palace, crowning a promontory over the Pichhola lake, is an
imposing pile of buildings Fergusson had described the old palaces as the
largest in Rajputana, and in outline and size a gosd deal resembling windsor*
but its details are bad, and, when closely examined. it wiil not bear comparison
with many other residences of Rajput princes. Although the additions to the
palace made by almost every Maharana since 1571 were not in conformity with
a particular style of architecture, yet this very diversity of architecture is itself
alltractive, Amar Singh built the Bari Pol and Amar Mahal of the palace. His
successor Karan Singh (1620-28) built Ganesh Devri, Manak Mahal, Khas Mahal.
Karan Vilas and Rawla of the palace. It has a number of pavilions. terrace
ga'rde.n and inner apartments decorated with beautiful inlay work and wall
paintings. The view of the palace from the cmbankment across the background
of wooded hills which close in round the western sides of Pichhola lake becomes
almost magical at sun-set. and is as fine as anything in India,

Lakes

The beautiful Pichhola lake is said to have been constructea by a Banjara
at the end of the fourteenth century. and the embankment was taised by
Maharana Udai Singh. The lake is about 2 1/4 mile long by 1 1/2 mile broad, and
has an area of over one square mile, In the middie stand the two island palaces.
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tedigmy~dr and the Jagnivas, tha lermer bullt by Maharana Jagat Singhiln
e 191 +a' of tha seventeenth century and the (at'er by Japat Singh I about a
boeded yess Yaret Proneo Knetrym, aMenaaees the Emperor Shah Jaban, fs
514 ta Pave souatt ssyium in this pytare whi'e i rev 1t apunst bis father
drapn Tre fitle patace whith wis budt for Prncoe Khuttum consists of 2
g tawer wath 2 beaunful dore The up~er apantment s clrculsr Fergusson
toott  the protsest room Lo kren i Indiy The Jagnnwas pafece s sbout
B0 et rom tre shcte and it uznd 10 consnist of a coftection of «ma'l apartments,
ey ard pardens  Tne weorld famous late Pata-o Hautsl has been bultin
Jizreasspatace  Touns's from atl over tho world visit this hotel,

Angthet fLirn iate connectad by 3 s™1all cansl wath and fying to the aorth
¢ Puthalals the Fatehsgy construs*sd by and named after Manarana Fateh
Se3h Rtissbout 1 1/Z mles tong b, orp mule Lrosd A beautiful garcen known
1 Betry Pare Pas been recontly laid out on an taland in this lake On tha
Wt ol 8 bigh ndae on the shore of Falehsazsr stands on tha equestrian
$a%a of Maharana Pratep, the colevrated boro of Mlewsr

Ol cther takes of (rterest o tt o reghteuthon § af Uds pur may be mentioned
Fapsmand, Swsamand and U farsazar #ame nt R Siagh (1653 1680) built
B2 enposing Rajsamiaat dyn with i1 beass il qhat pavillions and intoresting
Bap Prasasti, s conetruct o gorved fo aMtewniate ihe suffenng of a starving

“Sulaton B s 1o oldest known famens relief work 10 Ragasthan.,  Jal-
197372 o1 Dhebar frey w8 bu ft by Jn Siagn Tt i avout 30 milos south oast
o Utazur city.  On the west of tha fave tha ulls ase trom 800 10 1000
4%0ve tha tavel of fra watnr, wrila he £ma'l wooded islands and pictuesaus
tshirg hyn'sts on the northern shora add preatly 1o the boauty of what is a8
ctihe Jarpest arthicial kos I the world.

Temples

J3gM Singh (1628-52) bult the graantc Jaydeesh templo (1651-52);:
Ugagur,  This tampte 15 an offshoot of tha medieval Hindu u-na:ssancebsr]:ha
U phinth renels ina somi-Raput styla secms (o have boca sculptured ‘:sam
mi5oms who 1n the preceding decade had decorated he Jagat Shio

temple at Arrber.

12 miles trom tha north of Uda pur staads the celebrated templa ‘1;5’2,’;5{;
The onpinat temple is said to have been constructed by Bapa Rowal “;uﬂ’ design
Cenfury, It vias re suilt in tho Hiicenh century. The templa is o!:r;u oo
hevng doyble storayed porch and sanctuacy, the ormer coversd by
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midal roof composed of many hundred circular knobs. Inside the temple is
four faced image of Mahadeo  Since Bapa Rawal's time the Chief of Mew
has been Diwan or Vice-regent of Eklingiji, and as such, when he visits the temp
he supersedes the high priest in his duties and performs the cersmonies. Clo:
to Eklingji is Nagda, one of the most anctent places in Mewat. The princip
temples at Nagda are the Sas Bahu pair said 1o be as old as eleventh centui
and dedicated to Vishnu, They are beautifully carved and adorned with artist
figures and sculptures.

Growth of Institutions

There has been a marked increase in educational and research institutior
in the oty In the post-independence period  The pioneering work done b
Rajasthan Vidya Pesth, Vidsa Bhavan and Mahila Mandal in promotin
education has been noteworhy. The Sahitya Sansthan of Rajasthan Vidy
Peeth has undartaken several projects which would make important contrnibutio
to the history and iiterature of tha country Tha Lok Kala Mandal is devote
to the revival of much neglected folk arts.  During the last five yesrs the artist
of Lok Kala Mandal traveiled abroad widelv and twice won awards in intern:
tional cultural meets. The establishment of the University of Udajpur has bee:
a major landmark. It needs to be transformed into a seat of learning and researc
in reality.  An mportant addition to the jnstitutions of the city was announce
by the Maharana of Udampur on the occasion of Dashera fe<tivel 1ast year.
Public Charitable Trust has been foundad by the Maharana with the objec
of promoting educational and cultural activites. A museum is also proposad t
be established in the main city palace. While, by and large, the growth of in -t
tutions in the city has been exercising a healthy influence in fostering a~d pro
moting educational and social progress, the nead for proper coordination of th
activities of various institutions is felt to ensure therr growing utlity to th
nation. The Univeraity of Udaipur has evidently major obligations in this res
pect, which can be fulfilled only when it takes objective view of the role an
actiaities of all educationat institutions working 1n Udaipur and extends its bene
ficial cooperation and encouragement in their growth and development.

No city lives bv palaces and monuments alone, Modern Udaipur has nc
only to strengthen its rich cuftural traditions of brotherhood and amity amon
fellow citizens, but they should also be blended with new and progressive in
fluences to evolve harmonious development ot the ecocomic and social life of th
people suited to needs of modern India

J. 8. Singhy



geography of historical mewar

The googrephy has been one of the mam factors which exetcised
a greal influsnte on the course of Mewars history The charae
crenstics ary

1 Mewst was situsted an an ancient route of trade betwean ths
middle-east counties and tho western coast of india

2 Mewar has two mamn featutes ins domina-
ung tha western snd southern part of Mewar ranging from 10COf"
10 60001 from sea level, snd the pians averaqely 1000ft, above
<ea level in the eastern part of it

3 Mewsr falls in the belt of fanly good rain 121} and also enjosy
geod climate end fetule fand

Early Pariod

The ahove main geographical charactanstice directly ar 1nd rectly
pfayed a vitaf rofe since ancient days fn moulding the course af trstory
of 1his part—which fater on came to be known as Mewar-— of Rajas-
than, The trade reute from the middie-east countries to the western
pant of India passing throuah this reg on must have besn and certamly
has b ¥ o the and {! a of a culture,
now known gs Ahar Culture The remains of ancient townshup,
nrvet Qo axhviitian, af the ste—snarally tha black. an. rad attary and.

copper pieces, tefil a tale of peace, prospenty and nch culture that
thhved in this region duning a long span of 3000 years prece-
ding the eleventh cenjury after which the site lay deserted
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Gambhiri river in the calm plain in the vicinity of existing Chitor coupled
with the location of this tegion on the important route of trade and commerce
provided protective and attractive conditions and prompted the Sivis who immi-
grated to this land and founded their dominion known ss the *Sivi Republic’
more than 2000 years ago.

The Hill-Fort-Chitor

Let us mentally canry ourselves back t~o thousand years and visualise tha
screne Gambhin river flanked by the vast plains bearing a solitary hill o} comfor-
tahle dimensions—just ke a huge shup aflotin a vast sea. The site, size and
sthape of the hill peeping over the nver and commanding the view of the
whole plain below all around, provided a strategic sits; ‘sufficient space-for in-
habitation, land for basic aqr culture and tanks for water. These geographical
conditions of this region favoured the settlement of a dynasty—xnaown as
Maurya—on this nil.  Thir dynas'y was a preluds 15 the settlement of another
mightier Guhilot Clan on this hill in the eighth contury. The hill known later on
as the Fort of Chstor. cantinued enioying strategic protectinn and enabled the
Guhilot dynas.y tc make a glonous history of Mewar for a long period of
800 vyears.

The proven secursty of the Fort on account of its protective geography
in earlier days is one of the faclots responcibla 1o setile here the people of
all faiths and high learning who made the Fort a centre of flourishing art
architecture, religion, literature and economic prosperity.

The hill which securely donned the famous historic Fort of Chitor, failed
during the later half ot its existence, to retain its invulnerability and invinci-
bility as exposed by the three sacks—by Allauddin Khitji in 1303, by Bahadur
Snah in 1534 and by Akbar in 1567. The plains all around, then, on one
hand, served as inviting and unobstructed routes for the attacking forces.
and on the other, failed to be protective for the defen-ing fighters,

Tho constant expasure to tha strategic vulnerability of this hill on accoutn
of the geographical situation placed in the changad circumstances of time
and history after retaining the capital seat of Mewar with honour and glory
amidst plenty and prosperity, for eight canturies—closed the first major and
more glistening part of Mewar's history to open the second one in the mid
of the sixteenth century in new environment,

-

Founding of Udaipur
The second part of Mawar's histoty In the mid of the sixteanth century



MEWAR THROYQH THE AGES Lt

Opens with a new philosophy of war in a letely changed geograp
setting of 1and, people and chmate, seventy miles away in south west of the
vulnerably exposed Fort of Chitor, the geography of which, once securely
provided & place for tha birth and growth of glonous history of Mewar,
now ook her  hends off, in the changed context of histortcal circumstances,
The tustory of Mewar here takes a hew turn and ushers Into 8 ney era,

Maharana Udal Singh, white tn search far & new site of his capttal seat
to sbandon the strategically exposed Fort of Chutor after he third
sack. was fascinated by the geographical setting of the nng of the Girwa
hills.  Having assessed the strategic tmportance and lmpregnabflﬁv of tus
ciecular chaln of hills, he conferred wih his escorts, ! our capital seat 15
established here within tiws sing of fifs, there wall be no dearth of food
supply and at the same ume we shall have scope for adopting a mauntara
strategy to fight the foe,

From Udarsingh’s sbove assessment of this new site emerge the follo-
wing facts of great and histarical it -

1. The geograohy, which provided sacunty for eight centuries, now faed
1o strateqically protect the Fort of Chitor, and theratore forted Udai-
Stngh to shift s capital seat thersffom.

2 But at the same tme, the geography of the securely foity fing af Girwa
hills encirching the fertile 1snd with sufficient sources of water promp-
ted Udni Singh 1o chposa this new sita for his caprtal seat in the south-
west pant of Mewar.

3. The orograohy of the mmpregnable chain of Giraa hils gave a new
instght 10 the Mahatana as to the naw techni¢ ot wir He had, on one
hand, experienced the futihty o the changed circymstances. of the con-
ventional war technics so far adopted by brave, but comparatvely small
Raput armees agamnst the mighty alien nhordes on cpen Plans and on
the other the geographical setung of the 21 mile long Giwa Valley
cuppea by the hilly fing stirred his acumen and practical wicdom fo suggest
anew art of war which was later on emofoyed by Maharans Pratap and
came ta be knawn as guerrilla-wa lare

Consequently, Maharana Udat Singh founded Udarpur m Girwa Valtey In
1559, and shiited i capital seat trom Chitur 10 s place w 1868,

Mcharana Pratep’s strategy in hill defiles
{t iz 2 well krown fact that the orographical festures of Aravaliis and
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the sturdy hilly tribe of Bhils who knew the, secrecy and tedlousnoss of
the hllly tracks served as base for strategic manoevre and milltary strength for
Maharana Pratap, who could, with his unbending spirit, make an inspiring,
history. It was also the provision of geography that a bulk of wealth, which
was later on presented to Maharana Pratap by his ‘Prime minister Bhama
Shah, lay hidden in the securely situated forts and other safe places. This
act of geography and the presentation of this bulk of wealth had a great
bearing on the course of history of this land. '

Site for the Palaces

Thick green flora plentifully abounding in fauna on the high ridge abut=
ting on the bank of the then little Pichhola Lake—then, called as Ban;ara ka-
talab—attracted one day Maharana Udai Singh for hunting. And this moment.
of hunting stired a new foresight in the Maharana to build his palaces
on this commanding point where today the old city palaces nestle. In these
palaces, the history of Mewar for four centuries was brought into being,
nursed, developed and shaped by the minds and hearts who must have been
directly or indirectly influenced by the geographical traits—the calm Pichhola
Lake, green hills peeping there into and the gigantic pile cf palaces watching
from this strategic eminence, the whole region .around.

Prince Khurram sheltered at Jaamandir

One must not miss the sight of the small islet in the southern Pichhola
set like a diamond In a ring. This islet templed Maharana Karan Singh to
build a water palace—known later on as Jagmandir—to iodge Prince Khutram
when the latter was in revolt against his father Jahangir. The calm ripples
attended by moonlit nights, the green valley all around. and lulling environs—
coupled with the proverbial Rajput hospitality must have soothed the obsessed
mind and soul of the rebellious prince. The ‘turban-exchanged fraternity” bet-
ween Maharana Karan Singh and the Prince was a consequence of this soothing
influence released on the Prince’s mind and soul by the atmosphere around him
including the geographical environment And this event resulted in securing
comparative peace and prosperity in Mewar and maintenance of betterrelations
with Delhi and Agra.

This is another example of Udaipur’s geography excercising its extra- terntonal
influence. Prince Khurram when “he. béesme Shah Jahar, was ‘inspired to base

the design and Semﬂg Of the Taj on the model settmg and surroundmgs of thlS
islét palace: - .o
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Fortilied Hillocks, City Wall

The small hifocks around ths ety of Udapur which bore smali fortresses,
must have provded a defensive sirategy apainat the attackiag enemy and che-
tked tha events which would t uve otherwise happened

The rocky and undulating ter ain of the town provided a stsong defensive
oty wall at a ca1parative y cheaper cost.  The ity wall must hava worked as a
cheek agaast the direct 8 d Furned antack by the enemy

And there ara many more examoles to tiustrate how 1 ¢
the coursa ol Pestary tn Mewar,

It can, therelata, carvincin,iy be sad that had the geography of Mawar~
1ts moun’ains, rvers, thck forests fertife fand, chimate, minetals and sturdy and
dependable Bhits—rot came fo tre defence suppart and rescus of the rulers
and the ruled of tlus 1and, the hatory of Mowarwould have been contrary
to whetit nas te n  (cilcpacned, g and sh

In ona way wa can say that the geography of Mewar can share as much
credit as the chivalry of man can 1 making and embellishing the bught ustory
of 1hus land whore the dynasty once placed ty canguest continued rling the
sare land wminteriuptedty for mora than twalva centunes—a safe eventin the
story of the wotld.

-~C. G Goswamt



